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CAREER FOCUS
A fifth-year student at Vanderbilt University’s Graduate Department of Religion. Dissertation successfully defended February 1st, 2023. Degree to be awarded May 2023. Current Adjunct Professor at Eastern Kentucky University. Focuses in American Religious History, Environmental Studies, and Women’s and Gender Studies. Dedicated to the study and research of American history, American religious theory, gender studies and religion, and promotion of environmental debate and ethics. Plans to continue to teach at undergraduate or graduate level. 

EDUCATION
Department of Religious Studies, Vanderbilt University
Doctoral Degree in Religious Studies, 2023
Nashville, TN, United States

· Doctoral Degree in Historical Religious Studies; minor in Environmental History and Studies
· Defense successfully concluded February 1st, 2023
· Coursework in American History, Environmental History, Religious Studies, Gender Studies
· Teaching Assistant for graduate level courses in Vanderbilt’s Divinity School
· Completed Qualifying Exams September 13, 2021
· Dissertation work on the intersection of gender, nature, and death cultural themes and debates within historically politically conservative communities, particularly American Christianity
· 3.961 GPA

Department for the Study of Religions, Wake Forest University
Master’s Degree in Religious Studies, 2018
Winston-Salem, NC, United States

· Degree in Religious Studies
· Coursework in Theory and Method in the Study of Religion, Early American War and Society, Religion and Ecology, History of Christian Thought, Comparative Religious Ethics, and many other courses
· Graduate Assistant for Department for the Study of Religions, where I assisted the program’s professors with their classwork, etc. 
· 3.95 GPA

Howard College of Arts and Sciences, Samford University
Bachelor of Arts: Double Majors in history and Religion, 2016
Birmingham, AL, United States 

· Two majors in History and Religion; Minor in Environmental Studies
· Theta Alpha Kappa, Phi Alpha Theta, Eta Sigma Phi Memberships
· Coursework in American History, American Religious Studies, World Religions, Nationalism, Environmental Warfare, Religious Craft, and many other courses
· 3.8 GPA

South Laurel High School, 2012
London, KY, United States

· Valedictorian
· Academic Excellence Awards in the Following Classes: English I, Visual Arts II, III, AP European History, AP English Lange and Comprehension, AP American History, Pre-Calculus 
· 4.0 GPA
· ACT Composite Score: 32 

WORK AND VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
Adjunct Professor in Women and Gender Studies Program, August 2022-Present
· Eastern Kentucky University
· Teach sections for program’s introductory course, “WGS 201: Introduction to Women & Gender Studies.” Tasks include leading lectures, facilitating class and group discussion, writing and preparing new syllabi, grading assignments and exams, and hosting office hours. Additionally, tasked with preparing and teaching seminar on “Women, Gender, and Religion” for Spring of 2023.  
· WGS 201: Introduction to Women & Gender Studies (Fall 2022, Spring 2023)
· An introductory course in which students are educated on interdisciplinary studies involving women’s, gender, and sexuality studies and feminist scholarship. Course designed to not only act as a gateway for these students to these new topics, but also aimed at providing students with a methodological toolbelt in which they might take principle learned from class and apply it to their own personal academic careers, and their lives outside the classroom. 
· WGS 365/REL 365: Women, Gender, and Religion (Spring 2023)
· An upper level seminar for students in both the Women and Gender Studies Program and Religious Studies, in which we explore the historical relationship between religion in America and cultural ideas and attitudes towards gender. Focused on the establishment of historical literacy in an effort to provide a strong foundation for students to discuss and debate modern social and political dilemmas regarding women’s and LGBTQIA+ rights. 

Facilitator, August 2022-Present 
· Eastern Kentucky University
· Facilitator for online courses for Sociology Department. Tasks include aiding students in navigating online course webpage, grading assignments and exams, and hosting office hours. Classes have included: SOC 399: Gender and Society; SOC 131 Introductory Sociology. 

Teaching Assistant, August 2021 – September 2021
· Vanderbilt University 
· Teaching Assistant for the Vanderbilt Divinity School in the course “History of Global Christianities I.” Tasks included leading separate group discussions from lectures, coordination in preparing syllabus with professor and fellow Teaching Assistant, preparing learning plans for students in group discussion, preparing helpful academic guides for students, grading exams and papers, and hosting office hours. 
· Led weekly group discussion hours in which students were provided the space to not only receive additional lecture opportunities, but also participate in civil debates and discourse focused on the prior week’s major themes and topics. 

Afterschool Care Counselor, August 2020 – July 2021 
· Currey Ingram Academy  
· Afterschool Care Counselor at Currey Ingram Academy, for ages K-6th grade. Tasks included aiding in homework, leading activities, etc. Currey Ingram Academy specializes in education for children who have dis/abilities and/or have learning differences. 

Teaching Assistant, January 2021 – May 2021  
· Vanderbilt University  
· Teaching Assistant for the Vanderbilt Divinity School in the course “History of Global Christianities II.” Tasks included leading separate group discussions from lectures, coordination in preparing syllabus with professor and fellow Teaching Assistant, preparing learning plans for students in group discussion, preparing helpful academic guides for students, grading exams and papers, and hosting office hours. 
· Led weekly group discussion hours in which students were provided the space to not only receive additional lecture opportunities, but also participate in civil debates and discourse focused on the prior week’s major themes and topics. 

Teaching Assistant, August 2019 – December 2019 
· Vanderbilt University 
· Teaching Assistant for the Vanderbilt Divinity School in the course “History of Global Christianities I.” Tasks included leading separate group discussions from lectures, coordination in preparing syllabus with professor and fellow Teaching Assistant, preparing learning plans for students in group discussion, preparing helpful academic guides for students, grading exams and papers, and hosting office hours.  
· Led weekly group discussion hours in which students were provided the space to not only receive additional lecture opportunities, but also participate in civil debates and discourse focused on the prior week’s major themes and topics. 

Graduate Assistant, August 2016 – May 2018 
· Wake Forest University 
· Graduate Assistant for the Department for the Study of Religions, where I assisted the program’s professors with their classwork, research, etc. Also helped department’s administrator in various duties, such as campus tours.  

Volunteer, October 2014 – April 2016  
· CampUs Outreach 
· Volunteer at CampUs, a program offered to children with dis/abilities by the Ida V. Moffett School of Nursing at Samford University. Worked with nurses and other volunteers to care for children during day camps, whose diagnoses ranged from autism to Down syndrome to Cerebral palsy. 

Intern, May 2015 – August 2015  
· Iron & Steel Museum of Alabama 
· Summer internship at the Iron & Steel Museum of Alabama in Tannehill State Park. Project on rebooting museum artifact catalog.

RESEARCH AND PAPERS COMPLETED FOR GRADUATE COURSEWORK
· “‘Diana’s Dilemma: A Historical Religious Study of Female Hunters and the Intersection of Nature, Death, and Gender,” 2023
· Doctoral Dissertation – Completed Feb. 1st, 2023.
· An exploration of the intersection of gender studies, environmental studies, death studies, and religious studies through a study of the hunting community in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, with a particular focus on women participants. Focus on the exploration of the historical roots of modern political and religious stances of certain conservative communities with regards to their approaches on gender, the environment, and community violence.
· “‘The Lesson of the Hunt:’ A Study of Relationships between Humanity and Nature through Divine Hunting Tales,” 2020
· An exploration of religious hunting myths and tales of goddesses, and their application to cultural studies of environmental relations of communities and gender norms and expectations. 
· “‘Hagiographies of Environmental Saints:’ A Comparative Study of Historical Nature Memoirs,” 2020
· An exploration of nature memoirs written by women as potential “bridges” between academia and communal discourse on religion and nature. 
· “‘The Environmental Front:’ An Exploration of Historical Studies on the Environmental Impact of World War I,” 2019
· Analyses of current hagiography of historical environmental studies of World War I.
· “‘The Glimpses of the Divine:’ The Use of Animals in Early Methodist Minister Sermons and Theology,” 2019
· An exploration of the use of animal and nature imagery and language in theological literature and sermons by historical Methodist figures, including John Wesley, Thomas Coke, Nicholas Snethen, and Francis Asbury. 
· “‘A Prophetess of Mary:’ A Study of Spiritual Authority of Marian Apparition Seers,” 2019
· A study of four Marian apparition seers (Adele Brise, Catherine Labouré, Mélanie Calvat, and Bernadette Soubirous) and feminine sources of spiritual authority and conflict with patriarchal church governance.
· “Vicksburg’s ‘True Cross:’ An Exploration of the Historical Literature of Grant’s Warfare Tactics and its Implications for Moral Historical Studies,” 2018
· A study of academic warfare theories regarding the Civil War, and the resulting moral and social implication for the respective historical studies. 
·  “‘And the Great Dragon was Thrown Down:’ A Historical Examination of the Protestant Stewardship Theological Principle,” 2018
· Master’s Thesis
· An exploration of “stewardship” environmental theories promoted by recent Evangelical Protestant communities; both a historical exploration of the origins of the theological theories and modern theological and social implications and influences. 
· “‘A Dismissed Memory:’ A Study of the Rhetoric used by Opponents of the Indian Removal Act, 1830,” 2017
· Writing sample for Doctoral Application 
· A study of the rhetoric and theories of those opponents to the Indian Removal Act of 1830; simultaneous exploration of “lost”/“dismissed” historical events. 

PROJECTS
· 2023 Herstory 18th Annual Conference
· Eastern Kentucky University
· Theme: Gender and Spirituality
· Participating in Faculty Panel with two other professors. Presenting on dissertation work. 
· 2022 Graduate Student Symposium on “Religion and Law” Participant
· Florida State University
· Winner of the Sandon Best Paper/Presentation Prize 
· https://sway.office.com/bpjhASEFUA97QzSc?ref=Link&loc=play 
· 2022 Certificate in College Teaching
· Vanderbilt Center for Teaching and the Graduate School
· https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/programs/cict/  
· “Trail of Tears” Event Research
· October 2017 – February 2018
· Aided in professor’s plans for potential traveling course for Cherokee studies and the Removal Trail. Professor desired a class/trip that would follow along the historic removal trail. I helped with initial research, project brainstorming, etc. Class/trip occurred after I had graduated from Wake Forest. Research evolved into research paper “‘A Dismissed Memory:’ A Study of the Rhetoric used by Opponents of the Indian Removal Act, 1830.”
· Shikhin Summer Archaeological Dig
· May 2014 – June 2014
· Participated in archaeological dig at historic Shikhin site near Nazareth, Israel. Acted as both square supervisor and worker. 
· National Conferences on Undergraduate Research Presenter
· April 2014
· Presenter at NCUR on my research project on comparative environmental history studies of both the Korean and Vietnam Wars. 

REFERENCES
· Dr. James Byrd
· Professor of American Religious History, Chair of the Graduate Department of Religion at Vanderbilt University
· james.p.byrd@vanderbilt.edu 
· (615) 343-3976
· Relationship: Academic and Dissertation Primary Advisor; Teaching Assistant Supervising Professor
· Dr. James Hudnut-Beumler
· Anne Potter Wilson Distinguished Professor of American Religious History
· james.hudnut-beumler@vanderbilt.edu  
· (615) 343-3978
· Relationship: Dissertation Committee; Teaching Assistant Supervising Professor
· Dr. David Michelson
· Associate Professor of the History of Christianity, Classical and Mediterranean Studies, and Islamic Studies
· david.a.michelson@vanderbilt.edu  
· (615) 343-3990
· Relationship: Teaching Assistant Supervising Professor 
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