


A Vanderbilt University team 
of engineers has developed an 
artificial exoskeleton that en-
ables those with partial to com-
plete paraplegia to walk again. 

The team is led by Professor 
Michael Goldfarb, H. Fort Flow-
ers Chair of Mechanical Engi-
neering and Professor of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation at 
the School of Engineering.

“We’ve been working on this 
current technology since about 
2008,” said Goldfarb, who did his 
doctoral work at MIT on paraple-
gia technology.

Vanderbilt electrical engineer 
Don Truex wrote much of the 
hundreds of pages of computer 
code that run the device.

The Parker Hannifin Corpora-
tion has signed an exclusive li-
censing agreement with Vander-
bilt for the rights to bring the 
device to market, according to 
a university press release. There 
are only five units currently in 
existence, three of which are 
stored and tested at the School 
of Engineering.

According to Goldfarb, Vander-
bilt selected the Parker Hannifin 
Corporation to market the exo-
skeleton because of its focus on 
making the device affordable.

“Anybody that can afford 
health care costs already associ-

ated with paraplegia will be able 
to afford this,” he said. “We’re 
very conscious of cost.” Parker 
has yet to set a price on the unit, 
though it is likely to cost several 
thousand dollars or more.

In addition to helping para-
plegics to walk, the unit also 
helps to improve the numerous 
health problems that accompa-
ny paralysis, including osteopo-
rosis, muscle spasticity, circula-
tion problems and lymphatic 
problems.

“The leading cause of over-
night hospitalization for para-
lyzed people is decubitus (skin) 
ulcers,” Goldfarb said. “This kind 
of technology helps to prevent 
that.”

Goldfarb first began develop-
ing exoskeleton technology back 
in the early 1990s, but the tech-
nology available at the time was 
not advanced enough to bring 
the project to fruition. 

“It wasn’t going to translate 
out of a lab,” he said. 

Improvements in fabrication 
methods and new micro-tech-
nology facilitated Vanderbilt’s 
current research.

“If I had that injury ... I would 
want this to be available. I was 
surprised that it just wasn’t avail-
able,” Goldfarb said. “Making 
robotics ... is something I can 
do. It just seemed to me that it 
wasn’t right that technology was 
available and people just weren’t 
doing this.”

Vanderbilt creates task 
force for hiring veterans

By SAM MCBRIDE
News manager
--------------------

Starting in 2013, the newly formed Vanderbilt 
Employment Transition and Support committee will 
be working to reach out more to veterans and their 
families, according to VU News.

VETS will work to increase Vanderbilt’s commit-
ment to hiring veterans by increasing its presence at 
military bases and job fairs and working with veter-
ans organizations and military transition offices.

“Vanderbilt has been committed to the military 
for some time, but we are taking it to an even higher 
level,” Human Resources Talent Acquisition Manager 
of Diversity, Relocation and Career Navigation Janet 
Rachel told VU News. “We want to be an employer of 
choice for veterans.”

It’s possible that in the future the federal govern-
ment will require federal contractors like Vanderbilt 
to provide data on veterans in the workplace for its 
Affirmative Action Plan.

“We don’t know what will happen in the future, 
but this initiative is a way for us to be proactive in 
terms of showing our good faith efforts,” EAD Ser-
vices Director Anita Jenious told VU News.
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A WALK TO 
REMEMBER
By LAWRENCE WALLER

News staff reporter
--------------------

Formed in 2011, the Emergency 
Relief Coalition is stepping up to 
coordinate the Vanderbilt com-
munity’s response to Hurricane 
Sandy.

By SAM McBRIDE
News manager

--------------------

Hurricane Sandy has come and gone, but 
the destruction it left behind will take years 
to fully recover from, and the Vanderbilt 
community is trying to do its part to help.

Heading up Vanderbilt’s efforts is the 
Emergency Relief Coalition, a coalition of 
student organizations formed by a formal 
resolution from Vanderbilt Student Govern-
ment in the fall of 2011. Representatives from 
a number of different student organizations 
make up the ERC, whose main role is to coor-
dinate the efforts of diverse groups through-
out campus.

“The Coalition exists to offer a central-
ized entity for student organizations and 
the Vanderbilt community to utilize when 
seeking to respond most efficiently and ef-
fectively in times of emergency and disaster,” 
read a brief from VSG.

The ERC has met twice so far, and has 
already helped organize a give-back night at 
Chili’s to support the Red Cross. However, 
there is much still to come.

“We … are currently working with the 
Coalition to create some clothing donation 
opportunities and to create some service 
trips for spring break to go to the area and 
volunteer directly,” VSG Vice President Mark 
Cherry said in an email.

Office of Active Citizenship and Service 
program coordinator and ERC coordinator 
Amanda Taylor confirmed that the clothing 
drive will take place after Thanksgiving break 
and will encourage students to donate as 
they are packing up and getting ready to go 
home at the end of the semester.

She also emphasized that the ERC is not a 
closed group and that all student organiza-
tions are invited to use their resources to aid 
in the relief effort.

“We hope various entities will step up and 
continue to take a leadership role,” Taylor 
said.

It’s not only Vanderbilt students getting in 
on the relief effort. Students from a local high 

school are also trying to set up a bake sale 
on Vanderbilt’s campus in the near future to 
raise money.

According to OACS director Clive Mentzel, 
this shows the power of grassroots efforts 
and the need for larger organizations such 
as OACS to assist these smaller efforts rather 
than try to dictate the response for the whole 
community.

“I think OACS’ role is it serves as an op-
portunity to connect organizations together,” 
Mentzel said.

In addition to its role as facilitator, Mentzel 
sees the OACS and ERC as ways to make sure 
relief efforts are being carried out in the way 
that does the most good so that hard work 
and good intentions don’t go to waste.

“There have been some efforts that haven’t 
necessarily matched need locally,” Mentzel 
said.

While the disaster has passed, Mentzel em-
phasized that relief efforts will be continuing 
for years, and encouraged students not to 
forget about the disaster.

“OACS certainly will not forget,” Mentzel 
said.

VANDY AIDS SANDY VICTIMS All your secrets 
are safe with us

Friday, Nov. 9
4:50 a.m. — An individual was observed intoxicated 
and taken into custody in Kensington Garage.

Saturday, Nov. 10
2 a.m. — A busted-out window at Alpha Epsilon Pi 
house was reported.

4:14 a.m. — A student was found passed out in 
Kirkland Hall. Damage to door and window broken 
out were reported.

Sunday, Nov. 11
9:45 pm — A person reported damage to vehicle at 
Regal Cinemas, 1719 Thompson Ln.

Tuesday, Nov. 13
10: 43 p.m. — Students smoking marijuana in 
Gillette Hall were reported.

5:30 pm — A student reported a stolen laptop and 
iPhone from Wilson Hall.

Wednesday, Nov. 14
3:36 a.m. — A person was arrested for DUI on 
Blakemore Ave. / 21st Ave. South.

The Vanderbilt University provost is taking 
strides to protect students’ health privacy 
with the expansion of a new audit alert to 
dissuade employees from accessing student 
health records. Particularly with the Medi-
cal Center’s increasing involvement in the 
Psychological Counseling Center and Student 
Health, the university seeks to provide the 
student the same protection as its employees.

When an employee attempts to open a 
student’s medical record, an alert for autho-
rization will pop up on the screen, eliciting a 
reason for opening the record. The possible 
reasons include the provision and support 
of patient care; support of financial services; 
administrative reasons; and “other,” requiring 
further explanation. This response is saved 
as part of the patient’s record, serving both 
as a warning to prevent unauthorized access 
and as a method of tracking those who have 
accessed the record.

The audit alert has been in place for 
employees since 2009 in order to prevent 
unauthorized access to employee medical 
records. In the past, employees’ viewing of 
other employees’ records posed a risk as 
employees violated authorization, often out 
of simple curiosity or concern. For a particu-
lar department, the alert does not show again 
until 14 days after the first access. The Privacy 
Office is looking at the function of different 
student-directed departments to find the 
safest but most efficient amount of time to 
elapse before the pop-up reappears.

“The pop-up alert has essentially wiped out 
these inappropriate accesses,” Director of the 
Medical Center’s Privacy Office Terri Hartman 
said.

While no evidence of unauthorized access 
to student records exists, preventing this 
possibility was still a consideration in the 
decision.

“We want students to feel that we take their 
privacy seriously and we have mechanisms 
[to protect privacy],” Hartman said.

The audit alert will become active in the 
next few weeks, or no later than the end of 
the year.

By CHARLOTTE GILL
News staff reporter

--------------------
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Doctorate student Benjamin Gasser demonstrates an artificial exoskeleton suit 
designed by Professor Goldfarb. The suit allows those with partial to complete 
paraplegia to walk again.

CLEM MURRAY /PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Beach Haven on Long Beach Island, N.J., has 
its streets covered with sand and water, Oct. 30, 
2012, after Hurricane Sandy blew over the barrier 
island the day before. 

An artificial exoskeleton designed by 
Vanderbilt engineers will enable para-
plegics to walk again.

For years, a system has been in place to 
protect the medical records of employ-
ees. Now, the same protection is being 
given to students’ information.
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All the Vanderbilt sports you’ll miss while you’re 
away on break. All times Central. -Daniel Marks, sports 
reporter

FOOTBALL

Nov. 17 — vs. Tennessee, 6 p.m.
While Thanksgiving break starts on Friday at Vander-

bilt, students are encouraged to stick around for the 
football game on Saturday versus archrival Tennessee. 
The Commodores will be looking for their fi fth win in a 
row, and it will also be the last home game for the se-
nior class, which includes standouts such as Rob Lohr, 
Trey Wilson and Zac Stacy.

Nov. 24 — at Wake Forest, TBA
The football team concludes its regular season with 

a game at Wake Forest. The Commodores dominated 
the Demon Deacons in last season’s fi nale, 41-7.

CROSS COUNTRY

Nov. 17 — at NCAA Championships, TBA
The Commodore cross country team will fi nish up 

its season in the NCAA Championships being held in 
Louisville, Ky., this year.

SWIMMING

Nov. 15-17 — at Western Kentucky Invita-
tional, All Day

The swim team begins competition in this tourna-
ment on Thursday, before fi nishing up on Saturday. The 
team is coming off  its fi rst win of the season versus 
Marshall.

BOWLING

Nov. 16-18 — Hawk Classic, All Day
The bowling team participates in this three-day 

Thanksgiving tournament and will look to improve 
upon a fi fth-place fi nish in the Valparaiso Crusader 
Classic.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Nov. 18 — at Dayton, 1 p.m. 
This will be the Lady Dores’ fi nal tuneup before 

heading to Puerto Rico to play in the San Juan Shoot-
out over Thanksgiving.

Nov. 23-24 — at San Juan Shootout
The women’s basketball team will play two games in 

San Juan, against Virginia on Friday and against Florida 
State on Saturday.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Nov. 16 — at Oregon, 10 p.m. 
The Commodores hit the road for the fi rst time this 

season, taking on the Oregon Ducks in Eugene.

Nov. 22-25 — at Old Spice Classic
Last year, Vanderbilt took home the Legends Classic 

trophy, and this year the Commodores are hoping they 
can extend their run of Thanksgiving tournament vic-
tories to two. They open the eight-team tournament in 
Orlando, Fla., versus Davidson at 1 p.m. on Thursday.

sports 
THE BIG STAT

Earned run average last season for Tampa 
Bay Rays starting pitcher and former 
Vanderbilt star David Price, who was 

awarded the 2012 American league Cy 
Young Award on Wednesday.  

2.56

THIS THANKSGIVING
IN VANDERBILT SPORTS
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Three points. That’s all that separated the 
Vanderbilt women’s cross country team from 
having to wait and hope that they would be 
awarded a bid to the NCAA Championships. 
Instead, the Commodores earned an automatic 
bid to the NCAA Championships by edging out 
Georgia for second place at the NCAA South 
Regional on Friday.

The Commodores were led by senior Kristen 
Findley, who ran the 6K race in 20:22.6 to fi nish 
ninth. She was followed closely by SEC Fresh-
man of the Year Hannah Jumper, who fi nished 
11th with a time of 20:26.9, and junior Liz 
Anderson, who placed 16th with a time 
of 20:33.4.

But as those who run, coach or 
follow cross country know, the 
performances of the top fi nish-
ers are wasted unless they have 
teammates who step up in the 
fourth and fi fth slots to round out 
the scoring. At the South Regional, 
sophomore Amira Joseph and senior 
Allie Scalf did just that for the Com-
modores, gaining the key spots the 
team needed to earn the automatic 
bid. Scalf fi nished 34th with a time of 
20:59.6, while Joseph placed 42nd with 
a time of 21:06.7.

Joseph said one of the keys to the 
team’s success this season has been 
their focus on running together 
and having a smaller spread.

“In this race Allie, Jordan (White) 
and I ran together,” Joseph said. 
“Allie was the difference-maker. 
She just had an awesome race 
and really pulled us along with 
her.”

Although the Commo-
dores earned an auto-
matic bid to the NCAA 

Championships, they could not entirely avoid 
the waiting process. Immediately following the 
race, the results showed that Vanderbilt had 
fi nished third, meaning the team would not 
receive an automatic bid, but the runners re-
mained hopeful that they would be awarded an 
at-large bid sometime in the next few days. 

However, after returning from their cool-
down run, the team saw that the score was un-
der review. After an agonizing hour-long wait, 
it was revealed that there had been a mistake 
in the initial scoring: Vanderbilt had in fact 
fi nished second and earned an automatic bid 
to the NCAA Championships.

Joseph described the long waiting process 
as “nerve-wracking.”

“Before the race, we knew it was 
a big race, but we were pretty re-

laxed because we were ready 
to show what we could do,” 
she said.

The Commodores did just that, fi nishing 
second only to the No. 1 team in the country, 
Florida State, and beating out a tough fi eld that 
included SEC champion Florida.

“It was really great for the team because 
we’ve had an up-and-down season, but every-
one came together with a common goal,” Scalf 
said. “It was one of those great meets where it 
all came together, and with a big reward.”

That reward is a second straight trip to the 
NCAA Championships, where the Commo-
dores placed sixth last year.

“We have a new team this year, so it will be 
different,” said Joseph, who ran at Nationals 
last year. “But it will be exciting proving how 
good we are and how we deserve to be here.”

As one of four seniors on the team, Scalf ap-
proached the South Regional with the attitude 
that “this could be my last meet, so I might as 
well race my hardest so it doesn’t have to be.” 

For Scalf and the rest of the team, the 
season lives to see another meet. 

However, the NCAA Champion-
ships will be the fi nal race, and 
it will cap off a memorable 
season that was not without its 
struggles.

“Being a senior, you have it in 
the back of your mind that this 
is the end, but it makes you ap-
preciate it more and enjoy it in 
the moment,” Scalf said. “Com-
ing in and seeing 17 other girls 

putting it on the line everyday — 
everyone goes through their own 

struggles but stays committed, so 
that inspires me.”
That sentiment epitomizes Vander-
bilt’s season. The Commodores’ 

commitment has allowed them 
to peak at the right time and 

earned them the opportunity 
to prove themselves against 

the toughest fi eld of run-
ners in the nation.

By ANTHONY LYNCH
Sports reporter
--------------------

Vanderbilt’s consistent top fi nishers did their thing last weekend at the NCAA South Regional, 
but it was sophomore Amira Joseph and senior Allie Scalf whose times made the big diff erence

Right place, right time: Joseph, 
Scalf lift XC ahead of Nationals

After last year’s overtime win over Vanderbilt, 
Tennessee head coach Derek Dooley was caught 
on fi lm during a post-game locker room deliver-
ing a frank, expletive-speckled assessment of 
Tennessee’s dominance of the in-state rivalry 
that did not sit well with Commodores head 
coach James Franklin at the time.

“We’ll talk about it next year — a lot,” Franklin 
said. “That’s a wound that I’m going to leave 
open that’s not going to heal. We’ll leave it open 
for a year and we’ll discuss it next year.”

On Monday, with a year of cooling-off time at 
his back, Franklin backed off of last year’s state-
ments.

“I have matured dramatically since that day 
— as you guys know, we have one of the best 
hospitals in the United States, so that wound has 
healed,” Franklin said, adding that the Com-
modores didn’t need any extra motivation to be 
ready for this game.

The second-year coach made it clear where 
his focus is this week. It may help that his team 
has already secured bowl eligibility and is taking 
the momentum of a four-game winning streak 
into Saturday night’s matchup with the Volun-
teers, who are fl oundering at 0-6 in conference 
play.

“It’s about Vanderbilt,” Franklin said. “It’s 
about us getting better and doing our jobs. I 
have tremendous respect for the state of Ten-
nessee and the University of Tennessee and 
their traditions. I have tremendous respect for 
Derek (Dooley), but our focus is completely on 

Vanderbilt.”
Make no mistake: While Franklin respects the 

Tennessee-Vanderbilt rivalry, he has grander 
designs than in-state supremacy, just as he has 
grander designs than bowl eligibility — the 
Volunteers just happen to be in the way.

Over the rivalry’s fi rst 106 contests, Tennessee 
boasts a 73-28-5 record. In the past 10 years of 
the rivalry, Tennessee is averaging double the 
amount of points per game (30) as Vanderbilt 
(15.2). Things have changed in Nashville since 
Franklin’s hiring. Under Franklin’s guidance, 
Vanderbilt is heading to a bowl game in back-to-
back seasons for the fi rst time in school history. 
A win over Tennessee would give the Commo-
dores fi ve SEC wins for the fi rst time since 1935, 
the SEC’s third year of existence.

If there is a season for Vanderbilt to reverse 
the curse against its rival, this is it. Saturday’s 
game could serve as a touchpoint in the rivalry’s 
history, as both programs appear to be headed 
in different directions. While Vanderbilt is having 
perhaps its fi nest season, Vols fans are suffering 
through a season which has seen Tennessee, 
along with woeful Kentucky and Auburn, go 
winless thus far in SEC play.

In fact, since Dooley’s comments, the only 
thing Tennessee has been kicking is itself. Things 
have gotten so bad that the dismissal of Dooley 
is widely anticipated around the conference. 

The biggest reason for the disappointing sea-
son in Knoxville is a historically bad Tennessee 
defense that ranks 113th in the nation in points 
and yards allowed per game, respectively. The 
Volunteers’ SEC-worst defense is allowing 37 
points per game and over 480 yards.

Over the past two games, things have really 
fallen apart for Tennessee on defense. Sun Belt 
stalwarts Troy put up 48 points and gained 718 
yards of total offense in a 7-point loss two weeks 
ago, the most ever by a Tennessee opponent. 
Last Saturday, SEC newcomer Missouri scored 
51 and compiled over 450 yards of total offense 
with the help of four overtimes.

Fresh off of last week’s comeback victory over 
the Rebels, the Commodores’ offense has plenty 
of confi dence and momentum. With the com-
bination of a poised Vanderbilt offense and a 
porous Tennessee defense, the biggest question 
may be whether the Commodores will score in 
the 30s, 40s or 50s. The nation’s 9th-worst pass-
ing defense will have its hands full with talented 

wideouts Jordan Matthews and Chris Boyd, 
directed by the ever-improving Jordan Rodgers 
under center.  

To their credit, the Volunteers can score with 
anyone. Tennessee quarterback Tyler Bray leads 
the 7th-ranked Tennessee passing attack, throw-
ing for over 3,200 yards and 29 touchdowns. This 
game should be a track meet, with the fi rst team 
to reach the half-century mark to come out vic-
torious. Don’t be surprised to see the Commo-
dores match the displays of offensive prowess of 
the Presbyterian, Massachusetts, and Kentucky 
games this season.

The winner of the 2012 version of Tennessee-
Vanderbilt could continue to hold the advantage 
in this rivalry for several years to come. With ten-
sions high in Knoxville and momentum building 
on West End, the Commodores fancy themselves 
poised to start a lengthy streak of their own.

The Hustler hit up Lauren Kittrell, sports editor of The 
Daily Beacon, to have a little fun with the rivalry and help 
us break down this weekend’s matchup.

Vanderbilt Hustler: Traditionally, there’s more orange 
in the stands than black and gold when this rivalry is 
played in Nashville. How would you gauge Tennessee fans’ 
expectations for this game? Will they be able to bear to 
watch?

Lauren Kittrell: Fans are fed up with Derek Dooley, 
and they’re fed up with our football program. I don’t see a 
lot of UT fans making it to a 7 p.m. away game. Every Ten-
nessee game has been close — almost winnable. I wouldn’t 
be surprised to see the Vols take your Commodores down. 
That said, will Vandy fans be able to watch?

VH: Which wide receiver should Vanderbilt fans be 
more afraid of: Cordarrelle Patterson or Justin Hunter?

LK: Cordarrelle Patterson. I might have a crush on him, 
solely due to his ability to avoid/break a tackle.

VH: What’s been the single biggest weakness on this 
Tennessee defense that has been laid open for public 
ridicule in the past two months?

LK: Everything. Tennessee’s defense is the eyesore of 
the SEC. But, if I had to choose, I’d say the Vols’ inability to 
stop on 3-4. It’s been the cause of many losses.

VH: Why doesn’t A.J. Johnson touch the ball in every 
single short-yardage situation? How much can Vanderbilt 
expect to see of him?

LK: Tennessee’s off ense is so strong, there are a lot of 
sources to go to to make the down. Right now, the Vols 
need him to focus on defense. I’m sure he’ll make an 
appearance off ensively, just enough to keep the Commo-
dores on their toes.

VH: Prediction time: Who ya got?
LK: Tennessee 44, Vanderbilt 38.

By ERIC SINGLE
Editor-in-chief
--------------------

Interrogating the enemy: UT 
Daily Beacon sports editor 

Lauren Kittrell
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Coming off one of the most complete performances 
of his Vanderbilt career —  21-for-36 for 27 yards 
and two touchdowns — Jordan Rodgers (above) 
leads the offense against a shaky Tennessee defense.

Ahead of in-state rivalry, it’s 
all about Dooley, defense

One year after losing an 
overtime thriller in Knoxville, 
the Commodores are looking to 
give the school its fi rst victory 
over the Volunteers since 
2005.  And they’re favored.

By STEVE SCHINDLER 
Sports reporter
--------------------
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“Celebrate, Commodore Nation. It’s 
never happened before.” In just a seven-
word play-by-play call on Saturday night, 
radio broadcaster Joe Fisher captured the 
essence of James Franklin’s second season 
in charge of Vanderbilt’s football program. 
For the first time in program history, the 
Commodores are in a position to clinch 
back-to-back bowl games. Yet, with two 
weeks of regular season football left, the 
matter of where Vanderbilt will be taking 
its holiday business trip depends on a 
number of factors. 

Bowl game representatives invite teams 
to compete based on their on-field perfor-
mance and off-the-field marketability, 
and each game has traditional tie-in 
agreements to select teams from specific 
conferences. The Southeastern Confer-
ence has tie-ins with 10 different bowls, 
including the Bowl Championship Series.

Currently, Vanderbilt is seventh in 
the combined SEC standings, with a 4-3 
in-conference record and a 6-4 record 
overall. This presents two likely options 
for the Commodores: the Gator Bowl and 
the Music City Bowl. 

Held in Jacksonville, Fla., the Gator 
Bowl has been played annually since 
1946. Now at EverBank Field, the Gator 
Bowl is typically played on New Years’ 
Day. The Gator Bowl is perhaps most 
famous for a 1978 incident where legend-
ary Ohio State coach Woody Hayes struck 
Clemson player Charlie Bauman after 
a play, a sideline exchange that led to 
Hayes’ firing. As for the teams that play in 
the Gator Bowl, the game typically invites 
one SEC team and one Big Ten team. The 
Gator Bowl has the sixth pick of the eli-
gible SEC teams, behind the Sugar Bowl, 
the Capital One Bowl, the Outback Bowl, 
the Cotton Bowl and the Chick-Fil-A Bowl. 

Every bowl game takes tourism factors 
into consideration when selecting par-
ticipants, and while Mississippi State fans 
are considered to be more loyal travelers, 
Vanderbilt could have an inside track due 
to the fact that Mississippi State played in 
the Gator Bowl two years ago. 

Were James Franklin and company to 
play in the Gator Bowl, Vanderbilt could 
be on track for a matchup against teams 

such as Michigan State or Minnesota. 
The Big Ten’s last win in the Gator Bowl 
came in 1991, and a date in Jacksonville 
could present the Commodores with an 
opportunity to reaffirm the SEC’s national 
reputation. 

The other, more likely bowl prospect for 
Vanderbilt is the Music City Bowl. Held at 
LP Field in Nashville, the Music City Bowl 
has been a bowl game since 1998. Tra-
ditionally, the bowl hosts one SEC team 
and one ACC team. In its brief history, the 
Music City Bowl has seen some memora-
ble games take place, such as Vanderbilt’s 
last bowl victory, a 16-14 thriller against 
Boston College in 2008, and a nail-biter in 
which North Carolina defeated Tennessee 
30-27 in double overtime in 2010. In the 
selection process, the Music City Bowl 
typically has the seventh pick of the SEC 
tie-ins. 

A bowl-eligible representative from 

the Atlantic Coast Conference, such as 
Duke or North Carolina State, could end 
up traveling to Nashville to meet the 
Commodores, should they be chosen. 
A trip down the road could provide the 
Commodores with their best opportunity 
at home field advantage, an environment 
James Franklin has long called for.

James Franklin will continue his “1-0 
this week” motto as a matchup against 
Tennessee approaches on Saturday, but 
the facts remain: Vanderbilt no longer has 
to worry about bowl eligibility as the sea-
son comes to a close. Whether it’s in Nash-
ville, Jacksonville, Atlanta or Birmingham, 
the Commodores will be bowling. 

Although the location is still uncertain, 
the Commodores can put themselves in a 
position to play against inferior confer-
ences such as the Big Ten and the ACC. 
And that, as Joe Fisher so eloquently put 
it, is worth a celebration. 

Bowling again: VU has options this time

ALLSTATE SUGAR 
BOWL
Jan. 2 
7:30 p.m. CT 
ESPN 
New Orleans, La. 
Superdome (72, 968) 
Teams: BCS vs. BCS

CAPITAL ONE 
BOWL
Jan. 1 
12 p.m. CT 
ABC 
Orlando, Fla. 
Florida Citrus Bowl (65,438) 
Teams: SEC vs. Big Ten

OUTBACK BOWL
Jan. 1
12 p.m. CT 
ABC Sports 
Tampa, Fla. 
Raymond James Stadium 
(65,657) 
Teams: SEC vs. Big Ten

AT&T COTTON 
BOWL
Jan. 4 
7 p.m. CT 
FOX 
Arlington, Texas 
Cowboys Stadium (75,815) 
Teams: SEC vs. Big 12

CHICK-FIL-A BOWL 
Dec. 31 
6:30 p.m. CT 
ESPN 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Georgia Dome (71,228) 
Teams: SEC vs. ACC

TAXSLAYER.COM GATOR BOWL 
Jan. 2 
11 p.m. CT 
ESPN2 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Jacksonville Municipal 
Stadium (73,000) 
Teams: SEC vs. Big Ten

FRANKLIN AMERICAN MORTGAGE 
MUSIC CITY BOWL

Dec. 31 
11 a.m. CT 
ESPN 
Nashville, Tenn. 
LP Field (68,000) 
Teams: SEC vs. ACC

AUTOZONE LIBERTY BOWL
Dec. 31 
2:30 p.m. ET 
ESPN 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Liberty Bowl Stadium 
(62,338) 
Teams: SEC vs. Conference 
USA

BBVA COMPASS BOWL
Jan. 5 
12 p.m. CT 
ESPN 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Legion Field (71,594) 
Teams: SEC vs. Big East

ADVOCARE 100 INDEPENDENCE 
BOWL

Dec. 28 
1 p.m. CT
ESPN
Shreveport, La. 
Independence Stadium 
(53,000) 
Teams: SEC vs. ACC

Bowl games with SEC tie-ins
With the addition of the Independence Bowl this year, 10 bowl games 
are obligated to invite SEC teams, should they become eligible — and 
that’s without a team (or two) earning spot in the BCS National Cham-
pionship Game. Read on for information about the games, their tie-ins, 
and when they’re scheduled to kick off this postseason.

ZAC HARDY / THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER

A rock for the Commodores all season long, running back Zac Stacy has his sights set on 
finishing his Vanderbilt career with a bowl victory, which would be the program’s first since 
2008. He scored the team’s first touchdown in last year’s Liberty Bowl loss.

By GEORGE BARCLAY
Asst. sports editor

--------------------
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TODAY'S SUDOKUTODAY'S CROSSWORD

Join us for Cocktails at 4pm or Dinner at 5pm daily

Brunch on Saturday & Sunday at 11am

2506 12th Ave. South • 615.679.9342

at 5pm daily

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE!

The next issue of The 
Hustler will be available 
Thursday, Nov. 29.

We know you’re sad, but enjoy your 
Thanksgiving holiday break!

Answers to Monday’s puzzle

Answers to Monday’s puzzle


