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Vanderbilt's all-time
leading rusher
worked hard for

his fourth 100-yard
performance of the
season, averaging
4.3 yards per carry
on the way to 107
yards and a touch-
down and picking
up multiple first
downs out of the
wildcat formation
that became a larger
part of the Vander-
bilt offense as the
season wore on.
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Stacy drives wildcat to earn
Music City Bowl MVP honors

By ERIC SINGLE
Editor-in-chief

For all its improvement, Vanderbilt's offense rare -
ly nds success in the exact same place two weeks
in a row. That being said, credit James Franklin,
John Donovan and the rest of the coaching staff for
this piece of consistency: The wildcat, that overex -
posed offensive formation football teams have run,
tweaked and run again at every level of the sport in
the past decade, is working for Vanderbilt.

On New Year's Eve, the Commodores made no
pretense about running the ball with their all-time
leading rusher, as Zac Stacy nished with 107 yards
and a touchdown on 25 carries and Vanderbilt took
home its second bowl win in ve years with a 38-24
victory over North Carolina State in the Franklin
American Mortgage Music City Bowl.

Stacy earned bowl game MVP honors while
leading the charge as Vanderbilt wore down the
Wolfpack defense with a few scoring drives that
relied completely on direct snaps to Vanderbilt's
running backs.

“It's pretty much one of those things, dont x
nothing that's not broke,” Stacy said. “We did a great
job on offense of executing today, especially in the
running game. With this offense, we can run and
throw.”

Stacy has shown his ability to run and throw in
the past, and he was given another shot to show off
his arm on Monday, but his pass into the end zone
for quarterback Jordan Rodgers late in the second
quarter fell incomplete. It made little difference for
a Vanderbilt offense that nearly hit 40 points for the

sixth time this season. On the next play, Rodgers
found wide receiver Jordan Matthews on a screen
pass into the at for an 18-yard touchdown.

“| think I lined up at receiver almost as much
as quarterback, but that's because we had the
numbers, and our offensive line was blocking so
well,” Rodgers said. “That's what was working, and
we were going to keep doing it, keep letting time
tick off the clock there and keep the ball rolling, and
that's what we did. | think we executed very well.”

In his nal season as head coach — 2009's 2-10
campaign, in case Vanderbilt fans needed help
remembering the ignominy of the recent past —
Bobby Johnson introduced a variant of the wildcat
in tandem with a no-huddle offense that was re -
ceived about as well as a trash re at mid eld would
have been.

But this year, behind an experienced offensive
line and enough trick plays and athletes on the
edge to keep defenses honest, the Commodores put
more and more faith in the formation as it brought
them yards, rst-down conversions and wins.

“I think people try to make the game of football
a lot tougher than what it is, and | think coaches
get affected by calling plays that they think are sexy,
that the fans or the recruits are gonna like,” Franklin
said. “It was working, and we're going to keep run -
ning it until you adjust and stop it, and if not we're
gonna keep doing it.”

“We put emphasis on it this season, just a little
wrinkle in the offense, and had success with it,”
Stacy said. “It goes all hand in hand, the offensive
line doing a great job, the defense getting turnovers
to give us opportunities on the eld, so it was just a
great team win today.”

Clockwise, from top left: The Commodores
head toward the stands to celebrate with the
Vanderbilt contingent of the 55,801 fans in
attendance after locking up the victory on
New Year's Eve.

An emotional James Franklin, fresh off his
15th win as Vanderbilt's head coach, salutes
the fans.

In his final game in black and gold, redshirt
senior quarterback Jordan Rodgers looks to
throw downfield. Rodgers finished 16-for-25
for 106 yards and two touchdowns through
the air and scrambled for a 15-yard rushing
touchdown in the fourth quarter to help ice
the victory.

Redshirt junior Javon Marshall hauls down
Wolfpack wideout Tobais Palmer in the open
field. Palmer represented NC State’s biggest
offensive threat, catching eight passes for 111
yards and returning a kickoff 94 yards for

a touchdown, but the Vanderbilt secondary
largely held the Wolfpack to shorter comple-
tions over the middle.

Redshirt junior Wesley Tate bounds into the
end zone for a 7-yard touchdown run late in
the second quarter to extend the Vanderbilt
lead to 21-7. Tate, who made a nominal
position switch to wide receiver in the
offseason, finished 2012 with eight rushing
touchdowns and enters the offseason as the
ground game’s primary threat heading into
the next year.
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TODAY'S CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1 Red-headed
clown
5 Enzyme ending
8 Oak nut
13 With, on le menu
14 Tiger Woods’s ex
15 “Bad, Bad”
Brown, in a
Croce song
16 DEA agent
17 1958 film that
won nine Oscars
18 Not showy
19 Dreary late fall
forecast
22 Spices (up)
23 Fonddu__,
Wisconsin
24 Lend a hand
27 Airport safety gp.
29 Bible book
following the
Gospels
33 Brew, as tea
34 Cheese on a
ham sandwich
36 Primitive shelter
37 Food truck order
40 Quarterback
Manning
41 Big name in air
conditioning
42 Have pizza
delivered, say
43 Put in the malil
45 Give the once-
over
46 Spellbound
47 Go __:lose it
49 “Trinity” novelist
Leon
50 South American
seaport
58 Giraffe relative
59 Gulf War missile
60 Online periodical,
for short
61 Easily wrinkled
fabric
62 The Beatles'”__
Comes the Sun”
63 “Scram!”
64 Hagar’s dog
65 Mind-reading,
briefly
66 Throw easily

DOWN
1 Judge’s seat
2 Shaped like
Obama’s office
3 Celsius freezing
point

19 20

22

24 |25 |26

33

37

50

55 |56 |57

58

60

61

64

By Diane Upchurch

4 Busy
5 Police blotter
name
6 “What's your __?”
7 City NNW of
Oklahoma City
8 Male in charge
9 Toyota until
2006
10 Vocally
expressed
11 Churn up
12 Part of
NASDAQ’s
address
14 Land with
pyramids
20 Tough ruler
21 What plaids and
stripes do
24 Result of hearth
burn
25 Helped oneself,
illegally
26 Become
established
27 Strong string
28 Building location
30 Singer/dancer
Rivera
31 Bloom from a
bulb
32 Time on the job
34 Rock to the
music

63

66
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Answers to Dec. 6's puzzle
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35 Nice to look at,
asa
landscape

38 Garson of “Mrs.
Miniver”

39 Most severe

44 Nattily attired

46 Steadily wear
away

48 Benjamin Moore
product

49 Use without
authority

-

MOZART & STRAUSS

Featuring Mozart’s Symphony No. 39 & Richard Strauss’s Don Juan

50 Lady __: Univ. of
Tennessee team

51 Like, with “to”

52 Bowler’s
assignment

53 Tennis great
Arthur

54 Freezes (up)

55 “It seems to me,”
online

56 Thailand
neighbor

57 Self-images

TODAY'S SUDOKU

Answers to Dec. 6's puzzle
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Complete the grid
SO each row,

column and

3-by-3 box

(in bold borders)
contains every

digit, 1 to 9.

For strategies on
how to solve
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www.sudoku.org.uk
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$10 STUDENT TICKETS!

SAM SPITALNY / THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER

Women's basketball coach Melanie Balcomb and the Commodores have gotten off to a hot start in conference play, rolling to big wins over Mississippi State and Ole Miss ahead of this Thursday's game at South Carolina.
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