














Longsnapping is 
family tradition for 
captain Andrew East
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THE SON 
RISES IN 
THE EAST

Like many kids, redshirt junior long snap-
per Andrew East grew up playing a wide 
range of sports, including football, baseball, 
basketball, rugby and cycling. But East’s 
drive to fulfill his dream of playing college 
football quickly distinguished him from 
others his age.

The Indiana native trained rigorously 
from childhood with continual help from 
his father, a former long snapper at Purdue 
University. However, as East began to review 
his recruitment options during high school, 
he was dubious that his hard work would 
pay off.

“In high school, when I was getting 
recruited, it didn’t seem like I was going to 
get the opportunity to play DI, which was 
my dream,” East said. It wasn’t until former 
Vanderbilt football coach Bobby Johnson 
contacted him that East finally knew that 
his football career would continue on his 
desired path.

Johnson originally recruited East to play 
linebacker, but East’s unique talent as a long 
snapper quickly became evident during his 
first fall practices.

“It’s something that my dad taught me,” 
East said. “I was kind of disappointed that I 
couldn’t play linebacker, but I’ve realized it’s 
a pretty valuable job.” East cited the most 
recent Georgia vs. Clemson football game 
as a prime example of the long snapper’s 
importance. As the Bulldogs attempted a 
20-yard field goal, Georgia’s long snapper 
botched the snap that consequently lost 
them the game, 38-35.

Since entire plays often depend on a per-
fect snap, it’s not surprising that East feels 
that handling the pressure that inevitably 
comes with his position is one of the hardest 
parts of his role as starting long snapper.

“When you’re in Alabama’s stadium with 
like a hundred thousand people scream-
ing, there’s a lot of pressure, but the coaches 
do a good job of preparing you,” East said. 
During practice, head coach James Franklin 
forces his long snappers to focus while 
he screams in their ears and pours water 
down their backs, ensuring that nothing will 
distract them come game day.

Although East’s position does not require 
that he spend a lot of time on the field, he 

stays focused and constantly prepares on 
the sidelines by paying close attention to the 
action on the field and by encouraging his 
teammates. This dedication to working hard 
at his position and to supporting his team-
mates earned him a privilege that is rarely 
given to long snappers: being co-captain of 
the special teams unit with senior place-
kicker Carey Spear.

 “We (Spear and East) both came in here 
as freshmen, and we both had the mentality 
that we weren’t just going to be kickers or 
long snappers,” East said. “Long snappers 
and kickers kind of have the reputation of 
doing their own thing and not working as 
hard as the rest of the team, and we decided 
that wasn’t going to be us.”

East strives to lead the special teams unit 
by example, bringing his energy to both the 
weight room and the football field. At times, 
however, he believes it is essential to be a 
vocal leader as well.

“The way I do that mostly is by one-on-
one relationships,” East said. “So I try to 
be sure I know everyone on the team well 

enough to be able to tell them, ‘Hey, you’re 
doing a good job at this’ or ‘Hey, you need to 
step up at this.”

Although the road to becoming a team 
captain and the starting long snapper has 
not been easy, East could not be more 
pleased with where the twists and turns of 
life have taken him.

“One of my friends once said that the best 
people on campus are on the football team, 
and I couldn’t agree more with him,” he 
said. “I love these guys, and it’s a blessing to 
be with such an awesome group.”

Overall, East is excited about this season 
and believes that, thanks to all the young 
talent, the team has a bright future.

And as for his own future?
“If the NFL door opens up, I think that’d 

be an awesome opportunity,” East said. 
“That’s definitely been a dream of mine.”

In the meantime, however, East looks 
forward to playing two more years for the 
Commodores, managing his role as the only 
non-senior team captain and helping the 
team live up to high preseason expectations.

By CALLIE MEISEL
Sports reporter

--------------------

This past weekend, several players from Vander-
bilt’s men’s tennis team flew down to the University 
of Georgia to compete in the Southern Intercol-
legiate Championships. The tournament, not a 
team event, comprised three singles draws and two 
doubles draws. Seven Vanderbilt players advanced 
past the first round in their respective draws.

In the Division I singles bracket, junior Gonzales 
Austin, seeded fourth, advanced to the quarter-
finals, where he lost a long, hard-fought match 
against the eighth seed, Georgia’s Austin Smith, 
4-6, 6-3, 3-6. Fellow junior Suresh Eswaran proved 
a dominant force in the Division II bracket until he 
lost to Alabama’s Andrew Goodwin in the semi-
finals, 0-6, 3-6. In the doubles Division I bracket, 
seniors Ryan Lipman and Austin fought to the 
finals. There, they dropped an early lead against 
Georgia’s Hernus Pieters and Ben Wagland and lost 
the match, 4-8. The Commodores will have another 
opportunity to compete individually this upcom-
ing weekend in the SEC Fall Classic tournament in 
Nashville, Tenn.
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In a series of graphic text messages read 
by prosecutor Tom Thurman in court last 
week, it became clear that Boyd had been 
involved in an attempted cover-up of the 
alleged sexual assault. In the messages, Boyd 
told Vandenburg to “delete that sh-t “ in 
reference to photographs and videos taken 
of the assault, and to tell his “roommate he 
didn’t see sh-t.”

This plea deal resulted in Boyd being 
placed under review by Vanderbilt Athletics 
and head coach James Franklin. “The review 
concluded that Mr. Boyd’s admitted actions 
are clearly inconsistent with the high stan-
dards of behavior expected of our student-
athletes,” said Vice Chancellor for Public 
Affairs Beth Fortune in the press release.

Boyd still retains his status as a student 
and his scholarship in accordance with 
NCAA rules. Last season, he completed 50 
catches for 774 yards and five touchdowns, 
including a game-deciding grab against Ole 
Miss that clinched the Commodores’ trip to 
a second consecutive bowl game.

The legal case against the other four play-
ers implicated in the alleged rape is ongoing. 
Brandon Vandenburg, Cory Batey, Brandon 
Banks, and Jaborian “Tip” McKenzie are 
scheduled to appear for a routine hearing on 
Oct. 16. Each are charged with five counts of 

aggravated rape and two counts of aggra-
vated sexual battery. Vandenburg has also 
been charged with one count of unlawful 
photography and one count of tampering 
with evidence. 

Boyd dismissed from Vanderbilt 
football team after pleading guilty
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— Continued from PAGE 1

Vanderbilt men’s basketball picked up its 
second four-star recruit this month in shooting 
guard Matthew Fisher-Davis. With point guard 
Wade Baldwin already on board, the Class of 
2014 recruiting class looks to be Vanderbilt’s 
strongest since 2011, when the Commodores 
landed Kedren Johnson, Dai-Jon Parker and 
Shelby Moats.

Fisher-Davis, ranked the 105th-best recruit by 
Rivals.com, is a 6-foot-5 shooting guard known 
for his shooting prowess. The Charlotte, N.C., 
native went to the same high school (Char-
lotte Christian School) as fellow sharpshooters 
Stephen and Seth Curry, both members of the 
Golden State Warriors.

Fisher-Davis, who was also considering Geor-
gia, Virginia and Wake Forest, was not a highly 
touted recruit until this summer. 

“He really came out of nowhere,” Fox Sports 
recruiting analyst Evan Daniels told the Char-
lotte Observer. “I went over to the Peach State 
(Classic) and ended up watching for myself and 
was really impressed. 

“What he does is he really brings something to 

the table that’s lacking in college basketball right 
now — shooting — and not only is he a good 
shooter, but he’s got good size at 6-5. He’s a solid 
athlete and can put the ball on the deck, get into 
his mid-range game and make shots there, too.”

Baldwin, the 92nd-ranked recruit, committed 
to Vanderbilt at the start of the month after he 
and Fisher-Davis visited campus in late August. 
The 6-foot-3 point guard from Metuchen, N.J., 
is a physical guard who is more of a slasher than 
a shooter.

He chose Vanderbilt over Minnesota, Pitts-
burgh, Rutgers and Virginia Tech.

The two young guards should compliment 
each other well because of their contrasting 
styles. With senior guard Kyle Fuller expected 
to graduate this summer and Johnson possibly 
allowed back on the team next season, both 
should take on a large role off the bench.

Mens’ basketball 
team receives 

promising recruits
By BEN WEINRIB

Sports reporter
--------------------

KEVIN BARNETT/ THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 201320 THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER  u  WWW.INSIDEVANDY.COM

backpage
TODAY'S CROSSWORD

TODAY'S SUDOKU

Want more news? Visit 
INSIDEVANDY.COM

Answers to last week’s puzzle

Answers to last week’s puzzle


