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Brushing Off the Dust: Reviving research projects to develop students’ 21st century literacies

Appendix A: Introduction and Gathering Tier Materials

Personal Inquiry Research Project

I am sure the term strikes fear into your heart and brings up painful memories of hours spent in the library or stacks of note cards. I’m sure you’ve been given research projects that made no sense and had no clear purpose, leaving you to ask, “What’s the point?”

Research is hard for everyone at first but is necessary in the adult world.  It goes on constantly in all fields of study; no matter what you major in, colleges are researched based, and you are going to face some challenging assignments that will require you to look into information and think about it in ways you are not used to.  Just a guess here, but I bet most of your research projects have turned out to be a paper regurgitating all the different facts you’ve collected sifting through websites, books, and articles, right?  

In the real world and in college, research is conducted for a specific purpose.  In college your research is intended to elaborate on the work you do in class so you can go more in-depth into topics the teacher has introduced.  In work, research is required for a lot of different reasons depending on your job.   A teacher must do research to enhance lessons or to justify grant or fellowship proposals, as well as for taking classes to further his or her own education.  Engineers must conduct research to improve on and market their designs.  Doctors must do research to stay ahead of medical developments and pharmaceutical products.  Every profession requires some level of continued research.  Generally, every day problems require intelligent adults to make smart decisions based on how they get and use information.

Personal Inquiry
You are going to conduct an exploratory research project on a topic of your choice, ending in a final product directed at a specific audience.  This project is structured as a tiered curriculum ending in a collection of products and reflections rather than one major paper for one major grade.  

The structure consists of three tiers that build on one another and require completion before moving to the next step.  Next class you will receive the Gathering Tier assignment options.  After you spend a few weeks gathering and analyzing information, I will give you the Synthesis Tier options and the Production Tier options so you can gear your information toward a more definite end.  Throughout the entire project, you will maintain an Electronic Journal where you reflect on your experiences and receive feedback from your peers. At the end of the project, you will post a Final Reflection to explore your understanding of what you have learned.
Materials and Resources You Will Need

· All paper based materials and tasks will be collected in a three ring binder and separated by tier for organizational purposes.

· Time to work on the project on your own is a necessity; make time for the school library after school, during supervised study or lunch, or before school.  Consider if you need to use the county library as well.

· IDs, library cards, Internet access, usernames, passwords, etc. and a device on which to save and transport your work.

· Various needs determined by the topic you choose

What to Expect

A large part of the semester is planned for this project.  Expect to work independently and diligently, using your brain to evaluate and question the information you are receiving on your topic.  Our class time will be used to analyze examples of research assignments and projects, practice basic skills of writing and research, and evaluate the progress of peers throughout the research process.  You will receive grades and assignments that are writing and research based but independent from your research portfolio grades. 

Each layer will be assigned a due date, breaking the project into pieces.  This helps you by making you slow down to consider the process more than the final product.  It also keeps you isolated to certain tasks, ensuring that the foundation work gets done and refined throughout the project.  If the research foundation is strong, the final product will be easy to complete. You will have access to examples from my research on synesthesia for every task assigned.  

Because of this progression, all assignments must be complete and turned in on the date assigned. No late work will be accepted and no make up days will be available.  Layers are due on the dates provided at their introduction.  Failure to turn a layer in on time results in failure for that layer.  
This paper must be signed by both parties below and appear as the first paper in your binder.
Student Signature  ________________________________

Parent Signature _________________________________
Gathering Tier: Basic Information Gathering and Analysis

Choosing a topic, determining guiding questions, and gathering relevant information creates the foundation of your research.  Most people encounter problems at this level because it all just seems so vague and huge at first, but working through the steps slowly and mindfully will set you up to think critically about the topic.  Having issues here hinders your success and enjoyment of the overall project.  This level takes the most time and requires a lot of work, but building understanding here ensures quality products later.

Each pair of tasks in the set has been designed for you to use to guide you through choosing and refining your topic, help you gather the relevant pieces of information from a variety of sources, and develop a mindset of reflection throughout the process to help you determine where adjustments need to be made.  

To complete this tier…

· Choose one task from each pair, except for Task A; it is mandatory for all students.
· Tasks in areas C-D-E are open for you to choose from for the needs of your topic.  Begin by searching in each area, and then choose sources that are the most appropriate fits and yield the best information for your inquiry.  You must complete four of the six options.
· I have completed all these on my topic, and I assure you they take similar amounts of time.

· There is an explanation and guideline sheet for each task.  Get these from the folder labeled by each task or find them on the research project wikispace page.  You must include the task sheet with the completed task in your binder at grading time to receive credit.  All copies, notes, or papers must be included with the task for which it was used.

· This sheet must be the first sheet of the section in your binder.

· Complete the Gathering Tier by completing all the tasks and getting it signed off by me before moving to the next tier.

Gathering Layer Tasks
	
	A
	Mandatory for all students: Electronic Journal

	
	B
	1. Question List

2. Topic Explanation Letter

	
	C-D-E
	3. Audio or Video Analysis and Notes

4. Website Analysis

5. Post-It Notes of Book Source 

6. Highlighted and Annotated Copies of Articles (2)

**One of the two articles in this set must come from an online database of journal articles.

7. Expert Communication

8. Electronic Community Participation

	
	F
	9. Chart of Associated Information

10. Question List (G2) Answers and Further Questions 


Refer to Ms. Barker’s model portfolio if you want to see what her finished product looks like for each task.  Yours may differ based on the needs of your inquiry, but this will give you a general idea of the expectations of the task.

Gathering Tier
Task A: Electronic Research Journal
Product

· Electronic journal maintained throughout the research project detailing experiences and sharing resources

Rationale

· Self monitoring and reflection of progress through the project

· Central location for responses, communication, and feedback

· Electronic resource allows for hypertext and multimedia composition

Method

Create an electronic journal space to…

· Record weekly reflections throughout the project.  The tasks for the Gathering Tier all require a reflection; these should be posted on the e-journal.

· Read and comment on your classmates’ posts.  (Minimum one per week)  

· Maintain lists and links to online sources and multimedia.

· Share information and get feedback.

· Tie information and understanding to theme and feel of the space.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar for different purposes of space.
	

	Space is appropriately constructed for the research topic.
	

	All method guidelines are met.
	

	Student uses space to inform, reflect, and demonstrate adjustment throughout the project.
	

	Gathering Tier: Task related reflections.
	/25

	Synthesis Tier: Weekly posts
	/25

	Production Tier: Weekly posts
	/25

	Final Reflection 
	/25

	Total Points
	/100


*The final grade for this task is calculated at the conclusion of the entire project.

Essential Question
What steps are necessary in planning to begin and adjusting throughout a research project? 
SC Academic Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.4: Use vocabulary (including Standard American English) that is appropriate for the particular audience or purpose.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 1, 3, 5, 8, 11, 12
Additional Notes
Consider the needs of your project and how well you navigate such spaces online.  Your options for this task are to use a page in our class Wikispace, Blogspot or Wordpress blog, or a similar site that you can access, maintain, and arrange as you work through this project.  I know there are many options on the Internet that I am not familiar with, so make sure to show me what you want to use if it isn’t one of these three.  
Gathering Tier
Task B.1: Research Question List
Product

· List of questions that demonstrate the narrowing of a research topic

· Reflection on producing and refining the list

Rationale

· Sets a purpose for the research by focusing on an answer to seek

· Narrows research topics to a manageable, meaningful, and appropriate focus

· Evaluates questions for research requirements

· Emphasizes adjusting throughout the process to meet research purposes

Method

Create a list of research questions that…

· Demonstrate Main Topic Choice: Sets the overall focus of the research

· Working Questions: Preliminary list of fact based questions regarding your topic

· Overall Focus Question: Explain the overall question your research is going to try to answer, even if you think a clear, written answer does not exist.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	Questions are open for enhancement and expansion throughout the process
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Final topic is appropriate and meaningful for grade level.
	

	Points
	                     /10


Essential Question
What steps are necessary in planning to begin and adjusting throughout a research project? 
SC Academic Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.4: Use vocabulary (including Standard American English) that is appropriate for the particular audience or purpose.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 4, 5, 7
Gathering Tier
Task B.2: Topic Explanation Letter

Product

· Write a letter to the teacher explaining the selection of the topic and the direction in which you want to take the research (print).

· Post the letter on your e-journal with a short reflection of why your chose this task.

Rationale

· Provides practice in writing a business letter.

· Emphasizes the importance of being able to justify the topic choice.

· Focuses on a tentative plan for research.

· Preparation for research proposals and approval

Method

Write a business letter to the teacher explaining the following

· Topic choice: interest, previous knowledge, specific reasons for the choice

· Questions for Research: What are the main questions that will guide your research and what is your plan for approaching it?

· Explain what you hope to learn about your topic and what you hope to gain from the project as a whole.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	Clear explanations and justification of topic.
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Topic is appropriate and meaningful for grade level.
	

	Points
	                     /10


Essential Question
What steps are necessary in planning to begin and adjusting throughout a research project? 
SC Academic Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.4: Use vocabulary (including Standard American English) that is appropriate for the particular audience or purpose.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 4, 5, 7
Gathering Tier
Task C.3: Audio or Video Analysis and Notes
Product

· E-journal reflection analyzing the information found in an audio file or video (link to source) 

· Notes taken while listening or viewing   

Rationale

· Note taking from a non-print source

· Analysis of intended audience

· Analysis of source of information

· Evaluation of usefulness of information

Method

Write a response explaining the following:

· Audio/Video Source:  Explain the source of the audio or video and any implications associated with it.  Consider the reliability and possible bias connected with the producers.

· Purpose:  Explain why it was created, who the intended audience is, and what the overall purpose of the source is.

· Connection to Print Sources:  Explain how this source fits in with the print sources you are using

· Notes:  Include notes you took while listening to or viewing in your binder.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	Notes with pertinent information
	

	All method guidelines are met.
	

	Source is linked in the e-journal.
	

	Points
	                     /10


Essential Question
How does gathering and analyzing information from different sources come together in the synthesis of the main topic? 
SC Academic Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.3: Use a standardized system of documentation (including a list of sources with full publication information and the use of in-text citations) to properly credit the work of others.

E2-6.7: Use a variety of print and electronic reference materials.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8

Gathering Tier
Task C.4: Website Analysis
Product

· E-journal reflection analyzing two websites about the topic (link to sources).  These should be true websites and not electronically posted articles.

· Notes on information found on sites

Rationale

· Evaluation of accessing appropriate information by refining search fields

· Analysis of reliability and bias

· Analysis of source of information

· Evaluation of usefulness of information

Method

Write a response explaining the following:

· Search Criteria: Explain your initial search and results and how you refined the search

· Websites: Describe two websites based on the reliability of the source, the appropriateness and usefulness of information found there, and any bias you found on the site

· Further Research: Explain how the sites you found helped you move on with your research or refine your research topic to a narrower focus. Include any additional questions you added to your research list based on these sites.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	Thorough explanation of each site.
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Websites are linked in the e-journal.
	

	Points
	                     /10


Essential Question
How does gathering and analyzing information from different sources come together in the synthesis of the main topic? 
SC Academic Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.3: Use a standardized system of documentation (including a list of sources with full publication information and the use of in-text citations) to properly credit the work of others.

E2-6.7: Use a variety of print and electronic reference materials.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8

Gathering Tier
Task D.5: Post It’s for Book Source
Product

· Post It’s and notes for information from a book

· E-journal reflection on how the book was chosen and how it was used

Rationale

· Evaluating source information for appropriateness to topic

· Expanding on information for synthesis

· Organizing information from sources

Method
· Useful Information: As you scan through books related to your topic, use Post It notes to select information that addresses your research questions or is otherwise useful

· Citation: Include page numbers for the information and make a Post It of the source

· Notes: On notebook paper, make two columns much like a double entry journal.  As you review back through your Post Its, but them in order based on your research questions and write further questions, ideas, or connections to the right of your Post It

· E-journal Reflection: Describe your reading process and information selection process; explain why a print source was the best choice; reflect on print sources in the digital world.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Appropriate information for topic
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Post Its cover all pertinent information in book 
	

	Points
	                     /10


Essential Question
How does gathering and analyzing information from different sources come together in the synthesis of the main topic? 

SC Academic Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.3: Use a standardized system of documentation (including a list of sources with full publication information and the use of in-text citations) to properly credit the work of others.

E2-6.4: Use vocabulary (including Standard American English) that is appropriate for the particular audience or purpose.

E2-6.7: Use a variety of print and electronic reference materials.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8
Gathering Tier
Task D.6: Highlighted and Annotated Article Copies
Product

· Copies of two articles marked with appropriate text markings and marginal notes with citation entry noted at the top of the first page (one must be from journal database)

· E-journal reflection on how the source was chosen and how it was used

Rationale

· Evaluating source information for appropriateness to topic

· Selecting information for synthesis

· Organizing information from sources

Method
· One source must be from a journal database, the other source must be from an appropriate and reliable source

· Text Marking: highlight, underline, circle, bracket important information in relation to your research questions

· Notes:  define any unfamiliar words; write thoughts, reactions, questions, etc. in the margins; focus on connections between sources and outside knowledge

· E-journal Reflection: Describe your reading process and information selection process; explain why a print source was the best choice; reflect on print sources in the digital world.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Appropriate information for topic
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Marking and notes cover all pertinent information in article 
	

	Points
	                     /10


Essential Question
How does gathering and analyzing information from different sources come together in the synthesis of the main topic? 

SC Academic Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.3: Use a standardized system of documentation (including a list of sources with full publication information and the use of in-text citations) to properly credit the work of others.

E2-6.4: Use vocabulary (including Standard American English) that is appropriate for the particular audience or purpose.

E2-6.7: Use a variety of print and electronic reference materials.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8
Gathering Tier
Task E.7: Expert Communication
Product

· Transcript or recording of an interview with an expert associated with the inquiry topic

· E-journal reflection of the conversation

Rationale

· Selecting appropriate human sources of information

· Effective questioning based on research needs

· Oral and written communication skills: questioning and responding

· Reflection of experience and synthesis of experience into inquiry project

Method
· Locate a person who is tied to your research topic and justify that person’s legitimate connection.

· Engage in conversation with that person where you discuss what you have learned and gain additional information on things you still need to know.

· Reflect on the experience and explain how the information you gained or the lack of information fits with the other sources of information you have gathered.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Complete transcript provided (emails, audio, video)
	

	Selection is legitimate and justified before communication occurs.
	

	Appropriate information for topic
	

	All method guidelines are met.
	

	Points
	                     /10


Essential Question
How does gathering and analyzing information from different sources come together in the synthesis of the main topic? 

Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.3: Use a standardized system of documentation (including a list of sources with full publication information and the use of in-text citations) to properly credit the work of others.

E2-6.4: Use vocabulary (including Standard American English) that is appropriate for the particular audience or purpose.

E2-6.7: Use a variety of print and electronic reference materials.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12
Gathering Tier
Task E.8: Online Community Interaction
Product

· Interaction in an online community associated with your topic and a reflection of the experience 

· E-journal reflection on the interaction and participation (link to source).

Rationale

· Selecting appropriate human sources of information

· Effective questioning based on research needs

· Oral and written communication skills: questioning and responding

· Reflection of experience and synthesis of experience into inquiry project

Method

· Locate a forum that is tied to your research topic and justify that forum’s legitimate connection.

· Engage in conversation in that forum where you discuss what you have learned, gain additional information on things you still need to know, and explore a variety of perspectives on that topic.

· Reflect on the experience and explain how the information you gained or the lack of information fits with the other sources you have gathered.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Link provided so I can view interactions and monitor safety
	

	Selection is legitimate and justified before communication occurs.
	

	Appropriate information for topic
	

	All method guidelines are met.
	

	Points
	                     /10


Essential Question
How does gathering and analyzing information from different sources come together in the synthesis of the main topic? 
SC Academic Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.3: Use a standardized system of documentation (including a list of sources with full publication information and the use of in-text citations) to properly credit the work of others.

E2-6.7: Use a variety of print and electronic reference materials.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12
Gathering Tier
Task F.9: Chart of Associated Information

Product

· Chart of associated information gathered from different sources

· Vocabulary with definitions

· Experts with qualifications

· Organizations, Places, Companies, etc. associated with the area of study

· E-journal reflection on the act of collecting information 

Rationale

· Analyzes specific terminology and unfamiliar terms

· Evaluates the knowledge base of a wider audience

· Incorporates the use of specific terminology in the products from research

Method

Create a list that…

· Defines: provide the term and definition as it relates to your topic (not only vocabulary, but also names, associations, organizations, etc.)

· Explains: makes connections between the specific “insider” information and the basic knowledge of a common audience by providing definitions or explanations

· Incorporates: provides for the correct usage of these terms in subsequent products for the project.

· E-journal Reflection: Reflect on the gathering process and how a single collection like this is a result of that process; explain where you are in understanding your topic and what you still need.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	The “insider” voice creates an expert master list.
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Chart is formatted to be easily understood and used for future purposes.
	

	Points
	                     /10


Essential Question
How does gathering and analyzing information from different sources come together in the synthesis of the main topic?

SC Academic Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.4: Use vocabulary (including Standard American English) that is appropriate for the particular audience or purpose.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12

Gathering Tier
Task F.10: Research Question List: Answered and Refined
Product

· List of questions (G3) are answered and refined based on information found in gathering layer tasks with specific references to sources

· E-journal reflection on the act of collecting information 

Rationale

· Refines a purpose for the research by focusing on what questions are left unanswered

· Narrows research topics to a manageable, meaningful, and appropriate focus

· Evaluates questions for their research requirements

· Emphasizes adjusting throughout the process to meet research purposes

Method

Answer the list of research questions that…

· Demonstrate Main Topic Choice: Sets the overall focus of the research

· Working Questions: Preliminary list of fact based questions regarding your topic

· Overall Focus Question: Explain the overall question your research is going to try to answer, even if you think a clear, written answer does not exist.

· E-journal Reflection: Reflect on the gathering process and how a single collection like this is a result of that process; explain where you are in understanding your topic and what you still need.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	Questions are answered and followed up on for clarification
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Final topic is appropriate and meaningful for grade level.
	

	Points
	                     /10


Essential Question
How does gathering and analyzing information from different sources come together in the synthesis of the main topic? 

SC Academic Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.4: Use vocabulary (including Standard American English) that is appropriate for the particular audience or purpose.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12
Synthesis Tier: Bringing the Information Together
Bringing all the articles, information, and ideas found in sources can prove to be problematic for students when doing a research project.  Sure, you’ve found a lot of information on the topic, but sometimes the connections between that information and how you’re actually going to use it to answer your research questions becomes frustrating.  You’ve built this great foundation of information, but it’s still fragmented and disconnected.  Before you can produce something of merit, you have to bring these pieces into a cohesive whole.

The tasks in this set have been designed for you to use to make connections between your sources, analyze your audience and what is appropriate for them, and prepare for the final product of your findings.  

To complete this layer…

· Complete one task in each area.

· Begin with A.1, move on to 3-4, then 5-6-7…move through the task sets in order.  

· Choose the task and options that fits best for both your topic and your style.  These have all been completed by me on my topic, and I assure you they take the same amount of time.

· There is an explanation and guideline sheet for each task.  Get these from the folder labeled by each task.  You must include the task sheet with the completed task in your binder at grading time to receive credit.  All copies, notes, or papers must be included with the task for which it was used.

· This sheet must be the first sheet of the section in your binder.

· Layer must be complete and turned in on the due date.  If you want me to grade and check off tasks as you complete them, you may turn them into me at any time.

· Your E-journal Posts are now weekly posts; reflect on your progress and the work you are doing as you go and review and comment on your classmates’ posts.

Synthesis Tier Tasks
	
	A

Audience: Addresses considerations for audience’s needs
	A combination of 1. letters and 2. visual guides explaining what you've learned about your topic.

	
	B

Documentation: Brings information from sources together with correct citations 
	3. Wikipedia Source Trail narrating the movements from Wikipedia through Internet sources (8-10).

4. Electronic Annotated Bibliography documenting your sources with links to appropriate information

	
	C

Product Preparation: Uses information to represent the student’s understanding
	5. Short Story Outline

6. Living Library Profile

7. Podcast/Documentary Storyboard and Script

** All three require a memorandum to an appropriate executive


Refer to Ms. Barker’s model portfolio if you want to see what the finished product should look like for each task.

Synthesis Tier
Task A.1-2: Letter and Visual Guide Combination

Product

· Letters, 1 to a 3rd grader, 1 to a 10th grader, and 1 to a college professor or professional related to your topic, written to educate the audience about an aspect of your topic

· Visual graphics, a poster to a 3rd grader, a brochure to a 10th grader, and a PowerPoint to a college professor, designed to educate on an aspect of your topic

· Combine the letters and visual options as you see fit for your topic.  You may not have all three be letters or all three be visual guides, but you must address each of the three audiences.
Rationale

· Analyzes three different potential audiences for their specific needs

· Uses vocabulary and voice appropriately for the target audience

· Brings information together to explain the topic

· Selects information from research that’s appropriate for target audience

Method

Write a letter explaining your topic to each of the three audiences.  

· Consider the audience’s previous knowledge of the topic, level of education and vocabulary, and associated knowledge

· Specify a purpose for the letter

· Select information appropriate for the audience and the purpose 

· Use appropriate format and formality for the audience

· Adopt the voice of the expert

· Use support from different sources of research in each

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	Audience considerations are met.
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Final topic is appropriate and meaningful for grade level.
	

	Points
	                     /30


Essential Question
What considerations must be made for the target audience when synthesizing and reporting information?

SC Academic Standards
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.4: Use vocabulary (including Standard American English) that is appropriate for the particular audience or purpose.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12
Synthesis Tier
Task B.3: Wikipedia Source Trail
Product

· Write a narrative tracing your journey through ten online sources, starting with Wikipedia.

· Post on reflection space with hyperlinks to sources.

Rationale
· Evaluates ways to use each source in a final product.

· Evaluates the source for reliability and bias.

· Identifies information connections between sources.

· Identifies information incongruous between sources.

· Reflects preparedness to begin the final product.

Method

Write a first person narrative tracing your journey through online sources

· Start with Wikipedia, explain why its an appropriated starting place

· Choose a hyperlink from the starting page; explain why you chose it and where it goes; repeat for ten hyperlinks

· A full explanation for each source.  Include

· General overview of information

· Vocabulary, names, organizations repeated in other sources 
· Explanations of bias, reliability, credibility, etc.

· Distinguish information that does not match information from other sources.

· Distinguish information that is repetitive from another source (specify)

· The narrative must hyperlink to each of the ten sources so that I could trace your “steps” if I wanted to.

· Conclude by reflecting on Wikipedia as a reliable source of information and explain your level of preparedness to begin the Production Tier and your final project choice.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	All sources are hyperlinked in the narrative.
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Final product choice explanation included at the end.
	

	Points
	                     /30


Essential Question

How is source documentation a form of information synthesis?
SC Academic Standards

E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.3: Use a standardized system of documentation (including a list of sources with full publication information and the use of in-text citations) to properly credit the work of others.

E2-6.7: Use a variety of print and electronic reference materials.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11

Synthesis Tier
Task B.4: Electronic Annotated Bibliography
Product

· An annotated bibliography of all sources found in the gathering layer with links and visual aids incorporated. 

· Post on reflection space with hyperlinks to sources.

Rationale
· Evaluates ways to use each source in a final product.

· Evaluates the source for reliability and bias.

· Supports research information with visual representation.

· Reflects preparedness to begin the final product.

Method

Write an annotated bibliography 

· Correct citations for each source; correct format for an annotated bibliography

· A full explanation for each source.  Include

· General overview of information

· Vocabulary, names, organizations repeated in other sources 
· Each entry includes an image with a link to either the source itself or some related material associated with it.
· Conclude with establishing your final product choice and explaining your level of preparedness for it.

· All images must be properly credited and must integrate into the whole appropriately

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	Citations are correct.
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Final product choice explanation included at the end.
	

	Points
	                     /30


Essential Question
How is source documentation a form of information synthesis?
SC Academic Standards

E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.3: Use a standardized system of documentation (including a list of sources with full publication information and the use of in-text citations) to properly credit the work of others.

E2-6.6: Select appropriate graphics, in print or electronic form, to support written works and oral and visual presentations.

E2-6.7: Use a variety of print and electronic reference materials.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11

Synthesis Tier

Task C.5: Short Story Outline
Product

· Creative short story plot outline and character summary.  Includes a memo to the editor of a magazine.

Rationale
· Justifies author’s position and information (memo to the editor)

· Summarizes the information about the topic (outline)

· Identifies the target audience and assesses their reading needs 

Method

Write an outline for a creative short story to appear in a specific magazine

· Specify magazine, audience, and (creative and informative) title of the story 

· Vocabulary and voice is appropriate for the audience

· Outline demonstrates how the topic is integrated into the story

Write a memo to the editor explaining

· Why your story should be published in the magazine

· What graphic elements or layout options should be included with the story 

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Demonstrates thorough knowledge in the topic as the expert.
	

	Points
	                     /20


Essential Question
How does preparation of the final product help to create a reliable and informative product?

SC Academic Standards
E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.6: Select appropriate graphics, in print or electronic form, to support written works and oral and visual presentations.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12

Synthesis Tier
Task C.6: Living Library Profile
Product

· Memo to participant and profile for the Living Library

Rationale
· Justifies figure’s position and information (Memo)

· Summarizes the information about the topic (Profile)

· Identifies the target audience and assesses their needs 

Method

Write a profile of yourself for the Living Library, including

· Name, age, general demographic information

· Basic Information: not too much, just enough for participant to form questions

· Effects in Life:  information about daily life

· Commonly Asked Questions:  a few to give the participant an idea of what you’re prepared to talk about

· This is from the persona you are adopting; write it from the voice of the expert you are going to embody in the Living Library.
Write a memo to the participant explaining

· Why you participate in the Living Library and what to expect from the experience

· General overview of what you represent and why

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Demonstrates thorough knowledge in the topic as the expert.
	

	Points
	                     /20


Essential Question
How does preparation of the final product help to create a reliable and informative product?

SC Academic Standards
E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.6: Select appropriate graphics, in print or electronic form, to support written works and oral and visual presentations.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12

Synthesis Tier
Task C.7: Video Story Boards 
Product

· Prepare a set of storyboards for the video.  Include a memo to the producer

Rationale
· Justifies producer’s position and information (memo to producer)

· Summarizes the information about the topic (story board template)

· Identifies the target audience and assesses their viewing needs 

Method

Prepare a storyboard laying out the basic shots and describing the basic progression of the video

· Complete 8-10 shots for the layout provided.  

· Include narration or script notes on the layout.

· Use vocabulary and subject matter appropriate for the audience.

Write a memo to the producer explaining

· Needs that you have to get the project finished.

· The intended viewing audience and platform for your video.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	

	All guidelines are met.
	

	Demonstrates thorough knowledge in the topic as the expert.
	

	Points
	                     /20


Essential Question
How does preparation of the final product help to create a reliable and informative product?

SC Academic Standards
E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.6: Select appropriate graphics, in print or electronic form, to support written works and oral and visual presentations.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12
Production Tier:  Being the Expert

Congratulate yourself!  You’ve made it to the third tier of the research project!  I am so proud of you, and you should be proud of yourself!  You’ve gathered so much information and brought it together to fully understand everything you can about the topic.  In this layer, you’ll go from learner to reporter, student to teacher, information receiver to information giver, novice to expert.

There are only three tasks to choose from, and you have already chosen based on the product preparation task in the Synthesis Tier.  Now you will put that preparation in motion to produce something that is interesting, informative, and, most importantly, relevant to the transfer of information in the real world. (Sorry if you always thought the five-paragraph essay was a real means of this outside of high school.  It’s just not.)

Here are your choices…

1. Creative Short Story.

2. Participation in the Living Library.

3. Documentary video exploring your topic.

The following task explanations are provided for you to use as a guide.  Since you are now the expert and your topics are so different, I expect there to be mindful and intelligent variations from the tasks outlined, so take their vagueness in places to be an opportunity to show off your stuff rather than to get confused.  The Production Tier explanations are more for you to use as a guide than a rigid set of expectations.

At this point, if you haven’t figured it out, you’ll have to dip into the other layers to make sure you are providing a complete portrayal of information.  Most of you have gaps in information or understanding that you may have to fill by going back into the previous work you’ve done and looking for more information.  That is the reality of research; it really never ends.  Even at the end, you have to corroborate your information and your explanations of it.

Now, since most of this work is individual, we will use very little class time on the research project, so expect to complete your choice of task on your own.  I will plan class specific activities to help wrap up the unit.  There will not be homework apart from your project completion.

Important Considerations

Progress Checkpoint: TBD: A draft of the final project will be due.  Don’t put it off! We will workshop in various groups

Due Date: TBD for short story and documentary projects.

**For Living Library participants, your due date depends on the schedule of meetings with participants.

Production Tier

Option 1: Creative Short Story
Product

· A short story using your research as its basis or a major thematic element

Rationale
· Integrates understanding about the topic into a comprehensive whole

· Uses vocabulary and technical terms in a clear and intelligent way

· Demonstrates how the topic is an element of life

Method

Write a creative short story that uses your research as the basis of the conflict

· Relevant for specified magazine, audience, and outline information

· Vocabulary and voice is appropriate for the audience

· Specific real life elements of the research are integrated in the story, such as terms, people, places, studies, etc.

· Grammar must be perfect (with stylistic variations accepted)!  This is publish-grade quality work!  Provide a rough draft of each on the progress check point date for peer editing and for the teacher to review.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	/10

	Rough draft check point
	/10

	Demonstrates thorough knowledge in the topic as the expert.
	/30

	Points for Task
	                                /50


Enduring Understanding

Research is a process that requires a strong foundation of information analysis and synthesis in order to form individual ideas on the topic.

Standards
E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.6: Select appropriate graphics, in print or electronic form, to support written works and oral and visual presentations.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12
Production Tier

Option 2: Living Library
Product

· Participation in Living Library: engage in a sophisticated discussion about inquiry topic with relevant partner

Rationale
· Reports the information and inferences on the topic from the expert’s view point

· Distinguishes information based on audience needs and knowledge

· Uses appropriate sources to support information and assumptions

Method

Participate in the Living Library as an expert on your topic

· Portray a person involved in the topic in a real and relevant way; wear a sign identifying this

· Provide basic information about yourself to establish your involvement

· Dress according to your portrayal; use props if applicable

· Preparation and level of knowledge should make you ready to answer almost any question given to you by the volunteer

· Use relevant sources and references where necessary

· Notes can and should be used; the teacher will check these at the progress checkpoint.

· Included all notes and the evaluation sheet from your participant in the binder as your evidence.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	/10

	Notes and prepped questions at checkpoint
	/10

	Demonstrates thorough knowledge in the topic as the expert.
	/30

	Points
	/50


Enduring Understanding
Research is a process that requires a strong foundation of information analysis and synthesis in order to form individual ideas on the topic.

SC Academic Standards
E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.6: Select appropriate graphics, in print or electronic form, to support written works and oral and visual presentations.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12
Evaluator __________________________

Student ____________________________

Thank you for participating in the Living Library.  Please use the following rating system to provide information on your Living Book so I can properly assess their research.  Students are allowed to use notes, so do not consider this a weakness.   This will be returned to the student, so please be honest and provide constructive criticism.  When your time with the student is complete, please give this sheet to the overall observer who will corroborate your evaluation. She will return these to me.

Please enjoy the cookies and cappuccino provided and have a great conversation!
	Descriptor
	1 (poor) – 5 (perfect) 

NA (Can’t accurately judge)

	The memo and profile has adequately prepared me for this meeting. 
	

	The student is portraying a person involved in his/her topic in a real and relevant way.
	

	The student speaks in an appropriately formal and authoritative voice for the information he/she is providing.
	

	The student prepared for this meeting with answers to questions without a lot of hesitation.
	

	The student displays an “expert” level of knowledge and understanding of his/her topic. 
	

	The conversation is convincing. (Do you have the feeling the student is “winging it” or providing false answers?)  
	

	The student uses notes but does not rely heavily on them.


	

	I have learned something new from this experience.


	

	The student elaborates on the answers to questions instead of just providing superficial information.
	

	The student explains sources of information such as particular people, organizations, or studies from his/her research.
	

	The student uses sophisticated and technical vocabulary related to his/her topic with confidence and correct context.
	


Comments:


Overall Observer’s Space

______ The evaluation of the student is accurate to my observation.

______ The evaluation of the student is not accurate because…

Production Tier

Option 3: Documentary Film
Product

· A documentary film employing sophisticated multimodal methods to convey comprehensive understanding of inquiry topic

Rationale
· Reports the information and inferences on the topic from the expert’s view point

· Distinguishes information based on audience needs and knowledge

· Uses appropriate sources to support information and assumptions

Method

(Ok, quite honestly, this is the one I am the most clueless on.  Those of you who have chosen to do this task understand what it entails on the technical side.  If there is something you don’t understand, then you need to ask me.)

The documentary or podcast

· Provides information of the topic in a real and relevant way

· Uses relevant sources and references where necessary

· Uses technical aesthetics to enhance the information provided

· Follows the format or characteristics of a pod or documentary

· Production/preview is available for peer review and the teacher at the progress checkpoint.  

· Burn the video to a CD or transport via flash drive, do not upload to your e-journal until approved by me and permission is verified with parents.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	/10

	Preview at progress checkpoint.
	/10

	Demonstrates thorough knowledge in the topic as the expert.
	/30

	Points
	/50


Enduring Understanding

Research is a process that requires a strong foundation of information analysis and synthesis in order to form individual ideas on the topic.

SC Academic Standards
E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.6: Select appropriate graphics, in print or electronic form, to support written works and oral and visual presentations.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12
Final Reflection
 Remember back when we first started this project and you created your online journal?  How could you forget, right?  By this point, you should have a great collection of thoughts, ideas, and experiences captured in your online journal.  I’ve responded, your classmates have responded, and others you have shared your experience with have responded.  Now it’s time to wrap up this experience and move forward into the rest of the year and the rest of your academic life.

We’ve talked a lot about process, and you’ve traced your way through this process to the final step: the final reflection.  Read back through your e-journal posts, look over the notes you made in the Gathering Tier and the materials you produced in the Synthesis Tier, and revisit your Production Tier product.  Spend some time with yourself as a learner in this experience.  What have you discovered about the way you learn? About what is meaningful to you and what isn’t?  What are your strengths and weaknesses?  Where do you see yourself going from here?

These are just some questions to get you thinking.  Your final entry should be a reflection of your experience in the way that is most appropriate to you.  It is posted online, so the possibilities are open for multimedia and hypertext composition.  After you have finished your post, seek out two classmates whose projects you are not familiar with and respond to their final posts with ideas, questions, and comments about their experience.

Grade
	Task
	Checked Off

	Correct format, formality, grammar.
	/10

	Mindfully recounts decisions, ideas, and obstacles throughout the project.
	/15

	Demonstrates personal relationship and relevancy to the project.
	/10

	Mindfully responds to two classmates, making comments on specific aspects of their projects.
	/15

	Gathering Tier: Task related reflections.
	/25

	Synthesis Tier: Weekly posts
	/25

	Production Tier: Weekly posts
	/25

	Final Reflection 
	/50

	Total Points
	/125


Enduring Understanding

Research is a process that requires a strong foundation of information analysis and synthesis in order to form individual ideas on the topic.

SC Academic Standards
E2-6.2: Use direct quotations, paraphrasing, or summarizing to incorporate into oral or written works the information gathered from a variety of research sources.

E2-6.6: Select appropriate graphics, in print or electronic form, to support written works and oral and visual presentations.

E2-6.5: Create written works and oral and visual presentations that are designed for a specific audience and purpose.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12
Gathering Tier, Day One-Two

Lesson One: Forming Inquiry Questions to Guide Research
Objectives

The student will…

1. Compare and contrast viewpoints on imagination and creativity.

2. Synthesize information provided by different media forms.

3. Identify features of researchable questions.

4. Consider research questions for everyday items meaningful to their lives.

5. Evaluate an array of research questions attached to everyday objects.

6. Choose a topic for a research project.
Enduring Understanding

Research is a process that requires a strong foundation of information analysis and synthesis in order to form individual ideas on the topic.

Essential Question
What steps are necessary in planning to begin and adjusting throughout a research project?

Day One Activities 

1. Bell Work: On the main white board, write the answer to: What does it mean to be creative?

2. Imagination and Creativity  

· Read “The Life and Death of the American Imagination,” summarize and discuss main ideas.  Discuss article’s ideas against the collection of ideas on the board. 

· “Guerilla Marketing” pod and imagination article.  Watch the pod, summarize and discuss general reactions.  Make connections between the two sources, focusing on how each source makes creativity and imagination a part of life’s routines.

3. Researchable Questions: Discuss and note characteristics of questions that are “researchable” versus those that yield limited or straightforward answers.  Provide examples and discuss features, prompt students to create their own questions for practice.

4. Five Item Assignment:  Share sample items with students, discussing rationale behind the question creation.  Provide time for students to share ideas for five items and questions and revise to reflect research needs.  

5. Wrap-Up: Explain how the item pass will work and what students need to have to be prepared: completed chart, items with tags

Homework: Items and questions for pass

Day Two Activities 

1. Bell Work:  Prepare your five items for the pass.  Leave your item chart on the desk with your items.
2. Research Item Pass:  In groups, students carousel an area where items are displayed with research questions attached.  As they view and discuss items and questions, they record on a log which questions are interesting to them.  Provide ample time for each go-round and time for students to walk the room openly to review other groups’ items.

3. Quick Share:  Back in the large group, each student provides one question from the list they’ve compiled.  Discuss the features of sample questions to review their “researchable” status.  Discuss the variations of perspective on similar items that have different questions.

4. Wrap-Up: Students should come to the next class with a question to lead their research project.  Discuss expectations for this; questions can come from their original questions, a classmate’s questions, or a new question they think of before the next class.  As students leave, collect an exit slip of questions and concerns they may be having about choosing a guiding question or about the project in general.  Respond to these concerns through email or wikispace mail before the next class meeting.

Assessments
Daily: Discussion, Item Pass, Item Chart, Question Log

Final: Gathering Tier tasks refining and explaining inquiry choices

Resources

Ouellette, J. (2007) The Death and Life of American Imagination. In Secrets of the City. Retrieved from http://archives.secretsofthecity.com/magazine/reporting/features/death-and-life-american-imagination
Jackson, G. & Soskin, J. (2008, March 5). Guerrilla Marketing [video file]. Retrieved from http://current.com/shows/max-and-jason-still-up/88859345_guerilla-marketing.htm
SC Academic Standards Addressed
The student will…
E2-6.1: Clarify and refine a research topic.

E2-6.7: Use a variety of print and electronic reference materials.

E2-6.8: Design and carry out research projects by selecting a topic, constructing inquiry questions, accessing resources, and organizing information.

NCTE/IRA Standards:  1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 11, 12

Name ________________________________

The hardest part of doing a research project is trying to come up with a topic that is interesting enough to hold your attention and wide enough to find information on but narrow enough not to flood you with too much information…whew!  

We’re going to help each other get some ideas for this step.  You will select 5 items from your everyday life and tag each item with a question for research.  You will actually bring the 5 items to school for an item pass in class so that other people can get ideas from your items.

For your grade, complete the chart provided below so I won’t have to collect your items.  On the item itself, just tape the research question but for the chart, also provide a short reason for your choice and question.

	Item
	Question
	Reason

	Example: Plastic Water Bottle
	Do plastic bottles release harmful chemicals over time?
	I heard in passing that this was true and I want to know since I drink out of Nalgene bottle everyday.

	Example: locally grown apple
	What favorable impact does buying locally produced goods have on the economy and the environment?
	There’s a big movement for people to buy local stuff, and I don’t really understand what the big deal is.

	1. 


	
	

	2. 


	
	

	3. 


	
	

	4.


	
	

	5.


	
	


