Teacher Observation: EDUC 7500  
Name of Teacher: T
Name of Student(s): C
Setting: What follows is the transcription of a storybook read-aloud by an experienced preschool teacher at a multi-ethnic elementary school located in the commuter belt of a large U. S. metropolitan city.  The teacher reads for the first time a storybook entitled The Bear Ate Your Sandwich, written and illustrated by Julia Sarcone-Roach.  Fifteen preschool students, ages 4-5, populate the brightly colored and inviting classroom.  A video camera sits atop a tripod behind the children and facing the teacher, as all participants settle comfortably on the floor.  The teacher observation occurred on March 7, 2019.  


Page		               Text					   Extra-Textual Talk
Introduction                                                  T: I have a really great story today!  This is the first
						   time . . .                                                                             
            				          C: (Inaudible)
					          T: What’s wrong C?  
C: (Inaudible)
T: I’m sorry. We’ll take care of it afterwards.  Don’t                                                          
						   scratch it, okay?  Oh, I know; we’ll look at it later. 
This is the first time we have heard this book.  It’s              another book about a bear. We’ve read a lot of bear books, right? What’s some other bear books we’ve heard? 
					          C: (child with hand raised)
          T: Oh, I like the way C wants to tell me something                                      
(pointing to the child’s raised hand). What have we heard C? 
					          C: The Three Bears.
					          T: We’ve heard the story of The Three Bears. 
                                                                            Another bear story C (pointing to child)?  
	C: Brown bear.
          T: Brown bear, brown bear, what do you see? What       	   else? Have we heard another bear story? What 
                                                                           else have we heard C?  
    					          C: Uhhhh. 
                                                                      T: Can you think of any other bear stories? You keep
                                                                           thinking. 
   					          C: Polar bear.
					          T: Polar bear, polar bear, what do you hear? Exactly.
We read a big book about a bear who ate a lot of     
                                                                           food, and then went to his cave. What did he do 
  						   in his cave? 
					          C: He went to sleep.
					          T: He went to sleep, and what is that called when you 
						   have a bear that sleeps?
						C: (several) Hibernate.
						T: Hibernate.  That book was called Time to Sleep.
						     That bear hibernated.  We’ve read a lot of bear 
						      books, and this is going to be a new bear book, 
						      okay?  This book is called The Bear Ate Your
						     Sandwich (slowing her speech for emphasis).
						C: (several, inaudible)
						T: The Bear Ate Your Sandwich.  That is the title.
						     Where is the title?
						C: (several, inaudible)
						T: Whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa (finger over lips) 
						     Where’s the title?  C where’s the title?  Is it
						     back here?  (turning book around backwards)
						     Is it up here?  Or right here (indicating the 
						     spine)?
						C: On the front.
						T: On the front.  It’s right up here, on the front:
						     The Bear Ate Your Sandwich.  Now, I see an
						     author.  What does the author do?  Raise your
						     hand if you want to tell me.  C, what does the 
						     author do?
						C: Writes the words.
						T: Writes the words.  And what does the illustrator
						     do C?
						C: Draws the pictures.
						T: Draws the pictures.  The author and the
						     illustrator are the same person for this book.  
						     And that person’s name is Julia Sarcone-Roach.
						C: (Several repeating her): Roach?
						T: She wrote the words and drew the pictures.  Let’s
						     look at the back cover.  What do you see on the
						     back cover?  Catch it (covers mouth with hand
						     indicating to catch one’s words) if you want to
						     tell me.  What do you see?  What do you see C?
						C: A bear.
						T: How do you know that’s a bear?
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: You see a sandwich with a bear.  You think 
						     that’s a bear?  Is that a real bear or is that his…
						C: (Several): Shadow!
						T: That’s a shadow!
						C: Yeah!
						T: I think that is a shadow.  We think that’s a bear
						     shadow on a sandwich?
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: Yep.  What do you have to have to see that
						     shadow?
						C: The sun!
						T: So, do you think this is in the daytime or the
						     nighttime?
						C: (several): Daytime!
						T: I think that’s a good observation.  What is this
						     right here (rubbing the spine of the book)?
						C: (several): The spine!
						T: A spine. C put your hands down. C why does the
						     book have a spine?
						C: It holds the pictures.
						T: It holds the pages and the pictures.  If the book
						     did not have a spine, what would happen to my
						     pages?
						C: (several): They would all fall out!
						T: They would fall out and get mixed up, and my
						     story would be all jumbled up.  That would be 
						     bad.
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: That would be sad.
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: If the spine breaks, that happens.  I’m going to 
						     open up my book, and I’m going to ask a few
						     questions, okay?  Sit on your bottom.  Get your 
						     thumbs ready cause this is going to be a thumb
						     question, not a mouth question.  You’re going to
						     use your thumbs.  This is going to be yes (thumb
						     up) and this is going to be no (thumb down). Get
						     your thumb ready.  Get ‘em ready.  Here’s
						     the first question: Do you like sandwiches?
						C: (several): Yeah!
						T: Let me see your thumbs; your thumbs are 
						     talking.  Alright, put your thumbs down.  Now,
						     when we listen to this story today, it’s going to
						     be about a sandwich (turning book toward
						     children; inside cover reveals pictures of
						     various kinds of sandwiches).
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: This page shows us all different kinds of 
						     sandwiches.  Just look at all those different
						     kinds of sandwiches.  Whew, I see a grilled 
						     cheese (pointing at illustration).  I see a sub
						     (pointing).  I see a wrap (pointing).  I see a,
						     that may be like a panini…
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: I see a meatball sandwich.  I see a peanut butter
						     and jelly sandwich.  I see a really tall,
						     stacked sandwich with lots of different
						     layers, like, there’s bread and some things,
						     and some more bread, and more food.  I
						     see lots of different sandwiches, so after we
						     read this, do you know what we’re going to do?
						C: (several): What?
						T: I’m going to call you over, one at a time, and 
						     you’re going to get to tell me what your favorite
						     kind of sandwich is, and if you don’t like 
						     sandwiches, then you can pick no sandwich,
						     okay?
						C: (several): Okay!
						T: C, you like all of those don’t you?
						C: Yes!
						T: Yes, you are a sandwich girl.
						C: (several): I’m a sandwich girl, too.
						T: Are you a sandwich girl?
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: Whew, I see the name of my story again.  So,
						     this is called the (pointing to the page).  Oh,
						     raise your hand.  What is this page called, C?
						C: The title.
						T: The title page.  The Bear Ate Your Sandwich 
						     (pointing to each word of the title).  And look,
						     what is that bear doing?
						C: Laying in the grass.
						T: Laying in the grass.
						C: He’s hibernating.
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: He’s taking a nap.  I don’t know if he’s
						     hibernating.  He would probably be in
						     something if he’s hibernating.  He might be
						     taking a nap.  Is he going to be hungry when he
						     wakes up?
						C: (several): Yeah!
						T: When you sleep and wake up, are you hungry
						     when you wake up?
						C: (several): Yeah!
						T: Okay.  The Bear Ate Your Sandwich.  Now after 
						     we hear this story, I want you to think about –
						     who is telling this story?  Because somebody…
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: Wait a minute.  Somebody is telling this story…
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: No, we’ve got to listen to the whole thing to 
						     figure it out.  It’s kind of a mystery.  Alright,
						     here’s the bear.  Got to sit on your bottom, C.

                                                                                    
1                      By now I think you know                 
what happened to your                    
sandwich.  But you may not            
know how it happened.  So              
let me tell you.                                      
It all started with the bear.   
				C: (several speaking at once; inaudible)
				T: It all started with the bear.  Did ya’ll know
				     a bear could stand up on two feet?  
				C: (several): Yeah!
				T: Yeah, they don’t have to walk on all fours.
				     They can stand up.  
				C: Like a human.
				T: Like a human.  They can stand up and take a few
				     steps.   
				C: (Inaudible)
				T: Alright, here we go (removing post-it-notes from
				     selected pages of the book). 
				C: (Inaudible)
				T: There are three things I want us to learn about
				     these pages.        

2		The morning air was warm and
		bright when the bear stepped
 		out of his den.  He stretched
		and sniffed.
						T: Look at him.  Now, when he stepped out of his
						     den; what’s a den?
						C: (several; inaudible)
						T: Do you have a den at your house?
						C: (several; inaudible)
						T: I have a den at my house.  If you’re a bear and
						     you step out of your den, that’s where you stay,
						     that’s like your room.
						C: Like a cave.
						T: It might be a cave; it might not be.  Put your 
						     hands up like this (raising her arms in 
						     umbrella fashion over her head).  Get inside
						     and say “den.”
						C: (each student participates): Den.
						T: Now come out of your den and S-T-R-E-T-C-H
						     (raising arms overhead) cause you
						     woke up and you’re out of your den.
						     Sometimes Mr. (teacher’s husband) lays down in
						     his chair that stretches out – it’s called a
						     recliner – pretending he’s watching the
						     ballgame, but he goes to sleep in the den.  And
						     when he wakes up, he stretches just like this
						     (pointing to the illustration).
						C: (several: laughing)
						T: Okay, he stretched and sniffed, and

3		The scent of ripe berries drifted
		toward him and led to a 
		wonderful discovery.
						T: Where were those strawberries?
						C: In the truck.
						T: On the back of the truck.  Who do you think is
						     driving that truck?
						C: The bear!
						T: The bear is not driving the truck.  See, the bear is
						     back here (pointing behind the truck).
						C: The man!
						T: The man.  Maybe he’s a strawberry farmer.
						C: He’s the farmer.
						T: He’s got, look at those strawberries, and the bear
						     smells them (pointing to the illustration).  He
						     follows the scent to the truck (pointing again). 
						C: He wants to eat them.
						T: He wants to eat them, you think?  Now, say 
						     “scent” (touching her nose and sniffing).
						C: (several): Scent.
						T: Point to your nose because a scent is a really
						     good smell.  Say “scent.”  (Sniffing loudly)
						C: (several): Scent.
						T: Scent.  Okay, let’s see what happens.
						
4		After a berry feast…
						T: Uh oh, what did bear do? (pointing to the
						     illustration)
						C: He got in the car and ate ‘em.
						T: He got in the back of the truck, and he’s eating
						     the strawberries.  Do you think the driver
						     knows it?
						C: (several): Yeah!
						T: Do you think the driver knows the bear is back 
						     there eating his strawberries?
						C: (several): No!
						T: Look, he ate a lot, a lot of strawberries, and
						     that is a feast.  Eat a lot (both hands to mouth
						     in rapid succession) and say “feast.”  “Feast.”
						     “Feast.”
						C: (several): Feast. Feast. Feast.
						T: Okay, stop.

After a berry feast, the bear 
		curled up in the sunlight and
		listened to the buzzing of 
		the bees.
						T: And . . .

5		Before long, he was asleep.
						C: And that man say, “Who ate all my
						     strawberries?”
						T: That man might say that.  Have you ever eat
						     a lot, and then it makes you tired?  And you
						     feel like going to sleep?
						C: I ate all the strawberries!
						T: You did?  Oh, my goodness.  Shhhhh.  Be
						     very quiet.

6		By the time the bear opened his
		eyes, the buzzing had become
		a rumbling.
						T: Say “rumbling.”
						C: (several): Rumbling.
						T: Say that with me: rumbling.
						C: (several): Rumbling.
						T: Now look at the picture.  Look at the picture.
						C: That is pretty.
[bookmark: _GoBack]						T: That is very pretty.  So, what do we see here?
						     (pointing to the illustration)
						C: A castle.
						T: No, I don’t think it’s a castle.
						C: Buildings.
						T: Buildings. And I see maybe…
						C: A river.
						T: Maybe a river.  Do you remember when we went
     downtown to the Children’s Theater, and we saw
						     the buildings and the bridge to the river?  Do 
						     you remember seeing that from the bus?
						C: (several): Yeah!
						T: So, let’s go back here and look at where bear was
						     (returning to a prior page and pointing to the
						     illustration of the forest).  Do you see any tall
						     buildings?
						C: (several): No.
						T: Do you see the river with the boats?
						C: (several): No!
						T: Why don’t we see them now?
						C: ‘Cause he went to the town.
						T: He went to the town.  I heard C say it.  Is this the
						     town or the country (pointing to the forest
						     illustration).
						C: (several): The country.
						T: Then this is the…
						C: (several): Town!
						T: And how did bear get from the country to the 
						     town?
						C: He drived a truck.
						T: He didn’t drive the truck.  He…
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: I’m gonna ask C because he has his hand up.  Do
						     what C?
						C: The man drived the truck.
						T: The man drove the truck, and where was bear?
						C: In the back.
						T: In the back of the truck.  So, let’s see what
						     happens.

7		He was being quickly swept
		along like a leaf in a great river.
		The forest disappeared in the
		distance and high cliffs rose up
		around him.
						C: (Inaudible)

8		Once the rumbling stopped, the bear
		found himself in a new forest.

						T: Is this a forest? (pointing to the illustration)
						C: (several): No!
						T: Well, let me tell you, that bear had never been
						     downtown, and he thought this was a new kind
						     of forest.

9		It was like nothing he’d ever seen 
		before.
						C: Oh, there he is.  I just saw him.
						T: He had never been in a forest like this before.
						C: It’s not a forest.
						T: It’s not a forest.

10		This forest had many great climbing
		spots. 
						T: Look, he’s climbing on the pull-down 
						     stairs that go on a building. 
						C: Who’s up there?
						T: Uh huh.

The trees were still itchy here.

				T: Bears like to rub their backs on trees and
				     scratch them.  Is that a tree?
				C: (several): No!
				T: What is that (pointing to the illustration)?
				C: Where the lights go on.
				T: It’s a light pole.  It used to be a tree, but
				     they made it into a pole, but he thinks it’s
				     still the tree that he scratches his back on.	

11		There was good bark for scratching.
		And the mud squished nicely under
		his feet.
						T: Now, do you think that’s mud?
						C: (several): No!
						T: Is mud white?
						C: (several): No.
						C: They’ll say, “Get down!  Get down!”
						T: Yeah, they might tell him that.  Mud is usually
						     black or brown.  Look, do you see this man
						     right here (pointing to the illustration)?
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: No, it’s a man.  It’s a worker.  And guess what 
						     he’s, this white he’s pouring it, he’s rubbing;
						     it’s like a sidewalk.  Gonna be concrete when
						     it gets hard.  What did bear do?
						C: He walked in there.
						T: He walked in it.  He thought it was mud.  Is that 
						     mud?
						C: (several): No!
						T: Should he walk in that?
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: He probably shouldn’t walk in there.

12		There were many interesting smells
		in this forest.
						T: What’s he smelling?  C, sit down.
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: Is that a good smell?
						C: (several): No!  That’s the trash!
						T: That’s the trash.  But bear thinks it smells pretty
						     good.  Bear thinks it’s interesting.  Point to your
						     brain (pointing to head) and say, “Interesting.”
						     It makes you think.

13		But some of the tastiest ones had
		already been found.
						T: So, he thought he might find some tasty things
						     to eat, but they had already been found.  The
						     cat found the fish that was thrown out (pointing
						     to illustration), and the lady sitting on the park
						     bench was saying, “Nice kitty.
						     
14		Leafy green smells led the bear
		to new fun.
						T: Where did he find?
						C: He found the park.
						T: He found the park.  He followed the smell of the
						     trees to the park.

15		And that is when he saw it.
						T: Look, he played on the playground, then he saw 
						     it!  What do you think he saw?
						C: (several responses): A big slide.  (Inaudible)
						T: Okay, let’s go back to what our book said
						     (turning to the front cover).  The Bear Ate Your
						     Sandwich.  Okay, has he found a sandwich yet?
						C: (several): No.
						T: Have we seen a sandwich so far?
						C: (several): No.
						T: So, do you think that might be what he found?
						C: (several): Yeah.
						T: And that is when he saw it.  Open your eyes real
						     big.  See if you can see it.

16		There it was.  Your beautiful
		and delicious sandwich.  All alone.

						T: Where’s the sandwich?  (pointing to illustration)
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: It’s on the bench in a what?
						C: A lunchbox.
						T: It’s in a lunchbox.  Oh, let’s see what happens.


17		He waited to make sure no one saw
		Him
						T: Look around (moving head from side to side)

 (not even the sandwich)
				T: Don’t let the sandwich see you.

before he made his move. 
				T: Look, he’s being sneaky (pointing to
				     illustration).  He just laid down on that
				     bench.  What’s he about to do?
				C: Eat it.
				T: He’s about to take it!

18		It was such a great sandwich.  The
		bear loved it.
						C: He’s eating it!
						T: He’s eating it (pretending to eat: “Yum,
						     yum, yum”).

19		But just as he was almost finished, 
		he heard
						T: He’s about to be finished.  He heard a noise
						     behind him.

 sniff snuffle slobber snort
		behind him.
						T: He had been seen!

20		He had been seen!
						T: They spotted him.  Spotted (pointing to eyes).
						     Spotted.
						C: Spotted.

21		The bear was so surprised that he ran –
		out of the park and down the street –
		until he spotted a very tall tree.

						T: Who spotted the bear?
						C: (several): The dogs.
						T: The dogs.  He climbed up the very tall tree.
						     Is it really a tree?
						C: (several): No.
						T: No.

22		From the top of the tree, the bear could
		see his forest.  It was time to go home.

						C: It’s night-time.
						T: It is turning night-time.  He has been there
						     all day.

23		The waves rocked the bear and he began
		to doze.
						T: Can you rock the bear?  Rock the bear (rocking
						     back and forth).  And he began to doze.  What 
						     is to doze?  Can anybody show me doze?
						     (head leaning forward with chin on chest).  Show
						     me doze.  It’s to fall asleep.  Doze.

24		When he opened his eyes, he heard the
		breeze in familiar branches and the
		birds’ and bugs’ evening song.

						T: It was very familiar.  Say “familiar.”
						C: (several): familiar.
						T: Familiar.  Familiar means that you know it.
						     Say “familiar.”
						C: (several): Familiar.

25		Well, the bear made it home just fine.
						
						T: He made it home just fine to his…
						C: Cave.
						T: It’s not a cave.
						C: A den.
						T: Thank you C!  Remember, say “den” (hands
						     umbrella overhead).  Get in your den; you’re
						     a bear.  What time of day is it (pointing to
						     illustration)?
						C: Night time.
						T: It is night time.
						C: (Inaudible)
						T: Uh oh, I see speech bubbles.
						C: I see ears.
						T: I see ears, and I see speech bubbles.  When we
						     see a speech bubble, it’s what’s really being 
						     said, right?
						C: It’s coming out of the bear’s mouth.
						T: You think it’s coming out of the bear’s mouth?
						C: So. . .
						T: Listen.

26		So.  That’s what happened to your
		sandwich.
						C: (Inaudible)

27		The bear ate it.
						T: So, do you think this is bear talking?
						C: (several): No.
						C: It’s a wolf talking.
						T: You think it’s a wolf talking?  Do you think the
						     big bad wolf is in this story?
						C: Howl (making a wolf sound)
						T: Let’s see, how many people think bear told the 
						     story?  About himself?
						C: No, the doggie!
						T: C thinks it’s a doggie telling the story.  C thinks
						     it’s the big bad wolf telling the story.  Anybody 
						     else have an idea?  C?
						C: The bear.
						T: You think it’s the bear telling the story?  Let’s 
						     See (turning the page).
						C: The doggie!
						T: Have you heard this story before?

28		I saw it all.  I tried to save your
		sandwich.  I was able to save this 
		little bit of lettuce here.  The bear
		dropped it as he ran off, but I 
		couldn’t save the rest.  I’m sorry to
		have to tell you about your
		sandwich this way,

29		but now you know . . .
						T: And the speech bubble goes down to the…
						C: dog’s mouth.
						T: The dog’s mouth.  So, the dog is telling the
						     story to a…
						C: Girl.
						T: A girl.  Whose lunchbox was that?
						C: The girl.
						T: The girl.

30		Ruff!  Ruff!  Ruff!  Ruff!  Ruff!

						T: Okay, let me ask you something.  Do you
						     believe this dog (pointing to the illustration)?
						     Do you believe the bear really did all those
						     things or do you think something else is
						     going on?
						C: (several): I know!
						T: What C?
						C: He’s talking about he couldn’t find the sandwich.
						T: He’s telling this little girl what happened to her
						     sandwich.  Do you think the bear really ate her
						     sandwich or do you think something else 
						     happened?
						C: (several): The bear!
						T: The bear did it?  C, what do you think happened?
						C: The bear.  He wanted to eat it so bad.
						T: Who wanted to eat it so bad?
						C: The bear.
						T: Maybe.  Let me tell you what I think.  See if you
						     think this could happen.  Do you think it’s
						     possible that this dog ate the sandwich and made
						     up the whole story about the bear?
						C: (several: inaudible)
						T: Do you think the dog ate the sandwich and made
						     up the whole story about the bear so he 
						     wouldn’t get in trouble with the little girl?
						C: No, dogs never lie!
						T: I don’t know.  The end (closing book).
						T: I have a game for us to play.  Sit back.  All of my
						     helpers are sitting down.  We are going to make
						     sandwiches.  We cannot let the bear come and
						     eat our sandwich, okay?
						C: (several): Okay!
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