Why
is optimizing culture
volume important?

e Culture volume is the MOST critical
predictor of detecting bacteremia.

o The ability of blood cultures to detect
bacteremia is proportional to the volume
of blood cultured. O

Recommended Blood Volume per Bottle by Patient Weight
Aerobic Cultures Anaerobic Cultures
Body Weight PINK Top Bottle BLUE Top Bottle PURPLE Top Bottle
<5kg 1mL --- ---
5-13 kg 4 mL --- ---
14-25kg --- 5mL 5mL
26 -39 kg --- 8 mL 8 mL
> 40 kg --- 10 mL 10 mL

Help improve your patient’s care!
Use the table, NOT the label, to determine the volume.

Key Points:
Use pink top bottles for children < 14 kg
Use blue top bottles for children > 14 kg



