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Read why we feel 
that students should 
remember that there 
is much to celebrate 
outside of the class-
room during these 
last few weeks of 
spring. We want to 
remind the commu-
nity not to get too 
bogged down with 
school work.
See Page 4

F R I D A Y

THE
WALL

TECHNOLOGY

COLUMN

Percentage of 
Americans who think 
foreign aff airs is 
the most important 
problem facing the 
country today.

47%47%
WEATHERNOTABLE

Americans 
spent $1.9 bil-
lion on Easter 
candy last year, 
making it the 
second most 
important 
candy-eat-
ing holiday of 
the year after 
Halloween. 

BASEBALL 
The Commodores’ 
offense has led the 
team to two double-
digit victories of 
David Lipscomb and 
Western Kentucky 
University. Read the 
Sports team’s cover-
age of this weekend’s 
game against 
Georgia.
See Page 6
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Branscomb computer lab closing

Th e Branscomb computer lab 
is set to shut down at the end of 
the semester, as administrators 
cite decreasing student use as the 
reason for the closing.

Bill Longwell, director of the 
microcomputer labs, said that traf-
fi c has decreased to less than three 
students an hour and less than 300 
students in the past month. 

“We oft en have fewer patrons 

than lab consultants,” Longwell 
said.

When the computer lab was 
built in 1989, the basement of 
Branscomb also housed the Learn-
ing Center.  Since then, the Learn-
ing Center has been moved to the 
Central Library. Next semester, 
the Branscomb basement will be 
devoid of both learning resources.  

Traffi  c rates in the Branscomb 
lab have decreased over the years 
due to various factors, the fi rst 

being increasing technology, Lon-
gwell said.  

When the lab was fi rst built, 
only fi ve percent of the student 
body brought a computer with 
them to school.  Now, nearly every 
student has a computer in his or 
her own room.  However, this is 
not the only cause for the declin-
ing traffi  c rates.  

When fi rst built, the lab was 
meant to service the entire stu-
dent body.  Now, with increased 
security and more card readers 
in Branscomb, fewer students fre-

quent the lab.  
“Shift ing security concerns 

have aff ected all of the residence 
halls and so people who do not 
have card access to Branscomb 
have diffi  culty using the lab,” Lon-
gwell said. “Th e computer lab is 
really only used by a Branscomb 
audience now.”

Th e money saved by no longer 
having to maintain the Brans-
comb lab will go to various proj-
ects, one of which is creating more 
demonstration classrooms. Th ese 
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Due to infrequent use, the Branscomb Computer Lab will close its doors at the end of the 
Spring 2006 semester.

Decreased student use of lab cited as reason.
BY ELLIE ATKINS

HUSTLER REPORTER

Please see LAB, page 3

Islamic Awareness Week 
brings new traditions

DINING BOARD OF TRUST

POLICE 

Students 
try to beat 
the heat 
Director of Crime 
Prevention Andrew 
Atwood holds on 
tight as Laura 
Strover attempts 
to “Beat the Heat” 
while driving 
under the 
infl uence of DUI 
goggles.

ELISE ALFORD / The Vanderbilt Hustler
First year medical student Dina Ghoneim watches as a local Nashville woman paints a henna design on her palm during 
Islamic Awareness Week. Henna has been used for centuries in diff erent parts of the world during times of celebration and 
religious ceremony.                           

Cal Turner 
agrees to 
pay SEC $1 
million
Board of Trust member agrees to 
civil payment in accounting scandal.

Cal Turner, a member of the Board of Trust, 
agreed yesterday to a $1 million civil penalty as part 
of a settlement of a 2002 Securities and Exchange 
Commission lawsuit. 

Turner, the former CEO of Dollar General and 
namesake of the Cal Turner Program for Moral 
Leadership in the Owen Gradu-
ate School of Management, was 
named in the suit aft er certain 
accounting improprieties were 
discovered in Dollar General’s 
restatement of earnings be-
tween 1998 and 2000. 

Th e SEC’s complaint alleges 
that senior fi nancial personnel, 
overseen by Turner, were responsible for many of 
these accounting fl aws. 

Th e complaint further claims that Turner was 
aware of the serious allegations being made against 
these personnel but allowed fi nancial results pre-
pared by these same employees to be released.

Th e SEC also said that the alleged account-
ing fraud was motivated by a desire to maintain 
employee bonuses and exceed the expectations of 
stock analysts.

By incorrectly deferring certain expenditures 
into fi scal year 2000, Dollar General was able to 
meet these two goals. 

Michael Schoenfeld, vice chancellor for public 
aff airs, defended Turner.

“Cal Turner has been a trustee at Vanderbilt 
for many years, and he is as solid and as upright 

BY GLENNA DeROY
HUSTLER MANAGING EDITOR

Ro*tiki wins 
national 
awards

Turner

Please see TURNER, page 3

Island-themed Branscomb eatery 
recongized for creativity, speed. 

Vanderbilt Dining has re-
ceived national recognition 
for the campus restaurant 
Ro*Tiki, the island-themed 
quick-service restaurant lo-
cated in Branscomb’s Varsity 
Marketplace.

Ro*Tiki was fi rst nation-
ally recognized in July of 
2005, when Vanderbilt Din-
ing Services won the Loyal E. 
Horton Dining Award recog-
nizing creativity and nutri-
tional soundness in college 
food services.  

Th is award is sponsored 
by the National Association 
of College and University 
Food Services and recogniz-
es various university dining 
services around the country 
for their outstanding menus, 
special event planning, pre-
sentations and new dining 
concepts.

Th en, this January, 
Ro*Tiki won “Best Sta-

tion/Service Outlet” in Food 
Management’s Best Concept 
Awards. 

In March, Ro*Tiki won 
the NACUFS sponsored 
“Best in the Business” cam-
pus C-Store Contest.  

Th e judging criteria for 
this award included the va-
riety and uniqueness of the 
menu, the attractiveness 
and preparation of the food, 
the polished appearance of 
the layout, the design of the 
menu and customer service 
innovations.  

Ro*Tiki opened on cam-
pus in the fall of 2004 aft er 
the Varsity Marketplace was 
renovated that summer. Un-
like the setup of other res-
taurants on campus, Ro*Tiki 
provides quick service by 
allowing students to order 
their meals through a totem 
pole called Tiki P.O.O., which 
stands for “Point Of Order”.  

Students can choose from 

BY CHRISTINE BROWN
HUSTLER REPORTER
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Vanderbilt’s Ro*tiki recently won the Loyal E. Horton Dining Award for 
their creative and nutritional approach to campus cuisine.

ADMISSIONS

Student fi les suit over SAT

An unidentifi ed high school senior 
from Dix Hills, N.Y., whose SAT was 
incorrectly scored low, is suing both the 
nonprofi t College Board, which over-
sees the exam, and the for-profi t Pear-
son Educational Measurement that was 
hired by College Board.

Th e class-action lawsuit, fi led last 
week in Minnesota, is in response to last 
month’s announcement that 4,411 stu-

dents received inaccurately low scores. 
Also, more than 600 high school stu-
dents had better results than they de-
served on the October test.

Lawyers involved in the case are en-
couraging anyone who took the test in 
October, except those who got a marked-
up score, to join the lawsuit. Th e suit is 
seeking unspecifi ed damages, an order 
requiring adjustment of the infl ated 
scores and a refund of the test fee.

Low scored tests prompt action against College Board. 

BY EMMA COFFER
HUSTLER REPORTER

Please see RO*TIKI, page 2

Please see SAT, page 3
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THIS DAY IN HISTORY FORECAST
SATURDAY

Partly Cloudy
High: 87
Low: 65

SUNDAY
Thunderstorms

High: 85
Low: 68

MONDAY
Partly Cloudy

High: 89
Low: 67

1865 President Lincoln was shot and mortally wounded by John 
Wilkes Booth while attending the comedy “Our American Cousin” 
at Ford’s Theater in Washington. (Lincoln died the following 
morning.)

1828 The fi rst edition of Noah Webster’s “American Dictionary of the 
English Language” was published.

1912 The British liner Titanic collided with an iceberg in the North 
Atlantic and began sinking.

1931 King Alfonso XIII of Spain went into exile, and the Spanish 
Republic was proclaimed.

1939 The John Steinbeck novel “The Grapes of Wrath” was fi rst published.

TODAY IN THE BUBBLE Compiled by Rachel Stevens

Compiled by staff from various sources. Check out http://calendar.vanderbilt.edu for more events.

Compiled by Rachel Stevens

Compiled by the Associated Press

VUPD CRIME LOG
April 9, 9:11 p.m. — A theft  of vehicle parts occurred at 2043 Scarritt Place in 

the Wesley Place Garage. A CD player was stolen. No suspects have been identifi ed 
and the case remains active. 

April 9, 11:28 p.m. — An arrest for DUI and violated of the implied consent 
law occurred on Blakemore Avenue near 26th Ave. South. Th e suspect was arrested. 

April 10, 1:30 p.m. — An incident of theft  occurred at Sam’s Sports Bar at 1803 
21st Ave. S. Th e suspect has been identifi ed and the case is now inactive. 

April 10, 2:45 p.m. — An arrest for trespassing, drunkenness, and a drug 
narcotic violation occurred at Stevenson Center. Th e suspect was arrested. 

April 11, 4:12 p.m. — A fl at screen monitor was stolen from Wesley Place at 
2043 Scarritt Place. Th e suspect is described as a white male, early 20s, 5 feet 10 
inches 150 pounds, red/brown hair, last seen wearing a red visor, light color shirt 
with a stripe across the chest, blue jeans and black/white tennis shoes. Th e suspect 
drives a silver station wagon type vehicle.
For complete listings visit http://police.vanderbilt.edu.

National Student Athlete day
Students are invited to celebrate National Student Athlete Day on McGugin Lawn 
from 5:30 - 8p.m this evening. Students can stop by to congratulate Vanderbilt stu-
dent athletes on a great year and enjoy free brownie ice cream sundaes.

WORD OF THE DAY

AGATHOCACOLOGICAL

adj.  composed of good and evil

Source: Webster’s Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary of the English Language
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Video conference with U.N. director 
Students for Kenya will host a videoconference with Jeff rey Sachs from 2 - 3 p.m. 
today in the Student Life Center’s Board of Trust Room. Sachs is director of the U.N. 
Millennium Project and special adviser to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi  An-
nan on the Millennium Development Goals, the internationally agreed-upon goals to 
reduce extreme poverty, disease and hunger by the year 2015. A Columbia University 
professor and director of Th e Earth Institute, Sachs is author of Th e End of Poverty: 
Economic Possibilities for Our Time. For more information about the event, contact 
milton.o.ochieng@vanderbilt.edu.

HealthSouth CEO lecture 
Jay Grinney, president and CEO of HealthSouth, will speak at Vanderbilt Law School 
about the progress the Birmingham-based health care company has made in restoring 
its credibility and profi tability in the wake of the massive fi nancial scandal uncovered 
there three years ago.Grinney’s lecture, “HealthSouth: Lessons Learned,” is scheduled for 
12:15 p.m. today in the law school’s Flynn Auditorium. It is free and open to the public 
and is sponsored by the Hyatt Fund and the Law and Business Society.

Yearbook profiles
Today is the last day for students to update their yearbook profi les. Students can 
visit www.vanderbiltcommodore.com and click on “update your profi le.” Students 
can check to make sure that their class, major and hometown are listed correctly. 
Th ey can also list the campus activities they are involved in. In addition, students 
can reserve copies of the 2006 Commodore by visiting the year book website, www.
vanderbiltcommodore.com.   

a variety of salads, paninis, pizzas, soups and wraps.  While waiting for 
their meal to be prepared, students can grab their side and drink to go 
with their order, so that when it is ready they can pay immediately. 

“It’s an easy way to get a meal when I am in a hurry to get to class,” 
said freshman Austin Campbell.  

“I enjoy the food and there are enough options on the menu that I 
don’t get tired of eating there,” said sophomore Amanda Grosse.

Executive Chef and Associate Director of Dining services Camp 
Howard said that with so many freshmen living in the Branscomb 
Quad, they realized the need for a more substantial restaurant in the 
building for students to get their meals. 

“Th e island theme of the restaurant allows us to incorporate healthy 
ingredients and fun food that could be perceived as healthy choices 
without us having to promote the healthiness of it,” Howard said. 

In response to Ro*Tiki’s success, Vanderbilt Dining is considering 
building another, smaller Ro*Tiki on campus in the future. ■

Ro*Tiki: More may open
From RO*TIKI, page 1

Students gather for Passover

ADAM SETREN / The Vanderbilt Hustler

In celebration of the second night of Passover, students gather Thursday for a  traditional seder at the Ben Schulman Center for Jewish Life.

Th is week, the Vanderbilt campus showcases 
two student fashion shows benefi ting two very dif-
ferent causes.  

Fashion for a Cause’s annual event for breast 
cancer was last night, while the African Student 
Union will put on their Tradition and Style fashion 
show, benefi ting the Mercy Home Orphanage in 
Uganda, this Saturday.

Entitled Rhapsody in Pink, this year’s Fashion 
for a Cause event was the organization’s third an-
nual runway show. Th e organization, which is 
headed by co-presidents Alexandra Moses and 
Cassie Iseman, has been on the Vanderbilt campus 
since 2004.  

Th is year, the fashion show benefi ted the Great-
er Nashville Affi  liate of the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation. In the past, proceeds have 
gone to Vanderbilt’s Ingram Cancer Center.

“I think breast cancer is a really important 
cause, especially on college campuses,” said Vice 
President Michelle Weil. “Th e threat to students is 
under-acknowledged. What students don’t know is 
that when it is detected young it is normally a more 
serious case.”

However, Rhapsody in Pink was not simply a 
fashion show. Th e doors opened at 7:30 p.m. and 
the event began with a reception featuring hors 
d’oeuvres donated by a variety of local restaurants, 
including P.F. Chang’s, Ken’s Sushi, SalaTh ai and 
Satco, to name a few. Th ere was also a silent auc-
tion featuring items such as Chanel cosmetics and 
DVDs. 

Th e fashion show began shortly aft er this. 
Student models strutted the runway in clothing 
donated by Betsy Johnson, Tibi, Lotta Stensson, 
LaRok, Jhane Barnes and Cynthia Steff e.  

Th e show had two brief intermissions fi lled by 
performances from the Dodecs and student Max 
Beizer. 

“We don’t really have a monetary goal,” Weil 
said. “But we’re striving for well over 5,000 dollars, 
which is how much we rose last year.”

Th is Saturday, students can see a fashion show 
of a considerably diff erent style. Th e Tradition and 
Style show, sponsored by the ASU and the Black 
Student Alliance, will benefi t the Mercy Home Or-
phanage, an organization that takes in and houses 
children from the streets of Uganda. 

“One of our members, who recently went to 
Uganda and met the director of the orphanage, 
brought it to our attention that Mercy Home has 
lost funding,” explained ASU President Laura 
Ujereh.  “We’re always trying to fi nd ways to help 
benefi t our fellow Africans, and we thought this 
was the perfect cause to do so.”

Th e show will feature authentic clothing from 
diff erent regions of Africa. Th e models, who are all 

Vanderbilt students, will walk the runway to tradi-
tional African music. Guests at the show will also 
be invited to sample a variety of African food. 

ASU, an organization of 20 members, hopes to 
make Tradition and Style an annual event. How-
ever, ASU puts on a variety of other events for the 
community, and Ujereh believes that this year has 
been their most involved yet.

“Our main goal this entire year has been to try 
to get ourselves out there to the Vanderbilt com-
munity and letting students know we exist,” Ujereh 
said. 

“Most of our events are aimed at creating a 
learning experience — everyone knows about Af-
rica, but no one really knows about the continent 
itself. We are constantly trying to break stereotypes 
and inform the students about the diversity that 
Africa off ers.”

Other events sponsored by the ASU include 
Building Bridges between Africans and African 
Americans, which is a panel discussion in which 
panelists are questioned about various cultural is-
sues. 

ASU also participates in Meals on Wheels with 
Lambda Th eta Pi, World on Wednesdays with nu-
merous other on-campus cultural organizations 
and African Night during International Week.  

 “Everyone talks about the lack of diversity on 
campus. ASU is for everyone who wants to learn 
about a new culture; we talk about issues concern-
ing Africa but we also discuss world issues and cul-
tural issues we see at Vanderbilt.”

Tradition and Style will take place at 7 p.m. 
in the Student Life Center Ballroom on Saturday. 
Tickets are $5 and can be purchased on the Com-
modore Card. ■

HOUSING

Fashion for a Cause, Tradition 
and Style shows benefi t charity

BY DARCY NEWELL
HUSTLER REPORTER

SEAN SEELINGER /The Vanderbilt Hustler

Junior Taylor Davis walks the runway at Fashion For a Cause’s Rhaposdy in Pink last night. 
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“Any type of a high-
stakes test that impacts 
a life event like college, 
scholarships and fi nancial 
aid has to be scored with 
100 percent accuracy,” said 
St. Paul attorney T. Joseph 
Snodgrass, a lawyer on the 
case. “Th ere is no room for 
error in this type of a situ-
ation.”

Th ose whose scores were 
made too low had their re-

sults corrected, but College 
Board currently does not 
intend to fi x the infl ated 
scores. Th is angers some 
college offi  cials who say 
that the exaggerated scores 
could unfairly infl uence ad-
missions and scholarship 
decisions for students who 
took the October test.

Th e SAT is taken by 
more than two million stu-
dents and used by many col-
leges, including Vanderbilt, 

as a major factor in 
admissions. In fact, 
Vanderbilt requires 
either the SAT or 
ACT to be taken by 
any prospective stu-

dent. 
Th e SAT measures 

reasoning skills in read-
ing, writing and math. Al-
though the error aff ected 
fewer than one percent of 
the nearly half-million stu-
dents who took the October 
test, the scoring problems 
remain a concern. 

Pearson, the company 
hired to score the tests, 
blames excessive moisture 
that caused answer sheets 
to expand and some marks 
to be unreadable. Th e prob-
lem was discovered when 
College Board asked the 
company to hand-score 
some tests. ■

ENTERTAINMENT 

Video games becoming increasingly sexual

Video game “action” will take on a whole 
new meaning in the coming months as com-
panies develop a small assortment of games 
that revolve around sexual rather than bel-
ligerent behavior.  

One such game being released this 
summer entitled “Naughty America” al-
lows players to choose fi ctional characters, 
similar to other videogames, except that 
these have the ability to fl irt and sexually 
interact with other characters.  Th is idea 
combines the solitary control of a video 
game with the interactive aspects of an 
online game or chat room.  In this new 
type of video game, characters will win 
not through destruction but through the 
seduction of their opponents. 

Tina Courtney, the game’s producer, 
told CNN that characters will have their 
own apartment, but the world will have 

also have “public sex zones” and themed 
rooms. 

“We’ve got the cowboy room, the make-
your-own-porn room ... it doesn’t just have 
to be ‘Your place or mine?”’ Courtney said.

Games created in the past such as “Ever-
quest” and “World of Warcraft ” have suc-
cessfully incorporated sexual interactions 
between characters despite a lack of specifi c 
romantic or sexual features. Others such as 
“Playboy: Th e Mansion” and “VirtuallyJen-
na” have included the sexual component 
without interaction between other players. 

CNN reported that game designer Bren-
da Brathwaite, who has been in the industry 
for more than 20 years, sees the new games 
as a natural evolution of online life, noting 
that even in the very simple text-based ad-
venture games of the ‘80s, virtual eyelashes 
were batted.

Brathwaite said multiplayer sexual games 
are in the works now as well, because Inter-

net connections have become fast enough to 
make graphically rich online environments 
and characters possible.  Mainstream ac-
ceptance of dating sites like Match.com and 
eHarmony.com also help encourage the de-
velopment of more online interaction that 
includes a sexual component. 

According to a small campus-wide sur-
vey, male Vanderbilt students on average 
play video games about once a week with 
time as the biggest constraining factor. On 
average, females play a few times per year or 
in many cases, never.  

Will Vanderbilt students be enticed by 
sexual video games?  Junior Mike Mathias 
said he does not think so.  He likes to play 
video games for the competition, not for re-
lational interests.

With summer drawing near, Vanderbilt 
students will fi nd themselves with more free 
time to take advantage of popular forms of 
entertainment such as video games and also 
more time to shop for such items.  When 
asked if games such as “Naughty America” 

would gain popularity among Vanderbilt 
students that do play video games, several 
students said it was doubtful.

Senior Nate Hamilton said, “Everyone is 
going to want to try it just to see, but no one 
is actually going to buy it.”

“I think a sexual interactive game is go-
ing a little overboard,” said senior Erica Sch-
lemmer. “I can’t believe someone took time 
out of their life to make a video game like 
that...and the time people take thinking up 
how to make the characters do sexual posi-
tions can be used doing things ‘hands on’.”

With a name like “Naughty America,” 
this game is sure to draw attention.  

Senior Martin Bahar said, “I think peo-
ple who aren’t happy with their own sex lives 
will most likely be the most attracted to the 
game.”

Summer is also a time when many 
Vanderbilt relationships turn long-distance.  
Producers hope their video games will pro-
vide a way for long-distance couples to in-
teract in a more intimate fashion. 

How this new game will portray women 
has sparked some concern. 

Director of the Women’s Center and 
Women’s Studies Professor Linda Man-
ning said, “It is diffi  cult to know how these 
games may aff ect women without knowing 
what types of sexual themes the games will 
be using.  If producers start confusing sex-
ual fantasies with violence or somehow are 
demeaning women through sexual visuals 
then there is reason for concern. I have no 
problem with fantasy unless it’s degrading 
somebody.”

Th e number of consumers buying these 
video games will be limited by the adult rat-
ings expected to accompany them on store 
shelves.  In fact, developers have reported 
eff orts to fi nd creative locations to sell their 
products where showing identifi cation for 
purchases is natural.  

Vanderbilt students should keep an eye 
out at their local liquor store, because they 
may see some odd things appearing on the 
shelves. ■

are classrooms that house all nec-
essary computer equipment per-
manently in the classroom. Cur-
rently, there are 43 demonstration 
classrooms on campus and next 
year Longwell says the university 
hopes to have 50. 

For those students who did 
rely on the Branscomb lab, there 
are still three other computer labs 
on campus housing a total of 121 
computers. Th ese labs are located 
in Stevenson Center, Wilson Hall 
and Garland Hall. Th ey are open 
to the entire student body.

“Th e Branscomb computer 
lab was a great resource for those 
who needed to use the printers or 
a quite place to work,” said fresh-
men Jessica Campbell-Morrison. 
“But whenever I go down there to 
work, I’m usually one of the only 
students there.” ■

Lab: Three 
labs remain 
on campus for 
student use 
From LAB, page 1

“Naughty America” set to debut this summer.
BY KELSEY SOBY

HUSTLER REPORTER

an individual as can be,” 
Schoenfeld said. 

According to the Web 
site, the Cal Turner Pro-
gram for Moral Leader-
ship in the Professions 
is a university-wide pro-
gram dedicated to the 
discussion and promo-
tion of moral values rel-
evant to the professional 
schools and the practice 
of the profession.

“He is as concerned 
about education and 
ethics as anyone,” 

Schoenfeld said. “He’s 
been an important bene-
factor to this university, 
and he is an important 
and valuable member of 
this community.”

According to bylaws 
governing the Board of 
Trust, Board members 
may be removed by ma-
jority vote. Members 
being removed without 
cause require an affi  rma-
tive vote by at least two-
thirds of Board members.

Th e Hustler was un-
able to contact Turner. ■

SAT: Scorers blame moisture for errors
From SAT, page 1

Turner: Schoenfeld 
defends Turner 
From TURNER, page 1
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OPINIONOPINION
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or 

of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of grievances.”

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Your voice doesn’t stop here. 
The Vanderbilt Hustler encourages its readers 
to voice their opinions on legislative issues. 
The following  students and legislators 
represent the Vanderbilt community.
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OUR VIEW

Accuracy is our profession. As the 
“Voice of Vanderbilt,” we are com-
mitted to ensuring our work is fair 
and accurate. Errors of substance 
will be corrected. With very rare 
exception, these corrections will 
be listed on Page 2.

Bring corrections to The Hustler 
offi  ce in Sarratt 130 or e-mail us at 
editor@vanderbilthustler.com. You 
may also report them by telephone 
to the news line at 615-322-2424 
or the Editor-in-Chief at 615-322-
3757. 

The Vanderbilt Hustler opinion 
section aims to stimulate discus-
sion in the Vanderbilt community. 
In that spirit, columnists, guest 
columnists and authors of let-
ters to the editor are expected 
to provide logical argument to 
back their views. Unreasonable 
arguments or arguments in vain 
between columnists have no 
place in The Hustler and will not be 
published. The Vanderbilt Hustler 
welcomes reader viewpoints and 
off ers three methods of expres-
sion: letters to the editor, guest 
columns and feedback on our 
website.
Letters must be submitted either 

in person by the author to The 
Hustler offi  ce or via. e-mail to 
editor@vanderbilthustler.com Let-

ters via. e-mail must either come 
from a Vanderbilt e-mail address 
where the identity of the sender 
is clear or be accompanied with a 
phone call to the Editor-in-Chief. 
With rare exception, all letters 
must be received by 1 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Thursday or Sunday. The 
editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for 
length as well as clarity.
Lengthy letters that focus on an 

issue aff ecting students might be 
considered for a guest column at 
the editor’s discretion.
All submissions become the 

property of The Vanderbilt Hustler 
and must conform to the legal 
standards of Vanderbilt Student 
Communications, of which The 
Hustler is a division. 
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Th e fi nal few weeks of school seem excruciating every year. 
Students are burnt out but are faced with the daunting task of writ-

ing term papers and studying for fi nal exams.
It’s easy to focus on one thing – the end of the 

school year and the beginning of summer.
But Vanderbilt students should remember that 

despite the stress of the last few weeks of 
school, there is still so much going on in this 
community.

While Rites of Spring represents an infa-
mous distraction during the last weekend be-
fore fi nals, there are many other events going 
on around campus to merit our attention.

Last night’s Fashion for a Cause and tomor-
row’s Tradition and Style fashion shows repre-
sent diversions for students that also benefi t 
worthy causes.

Spring sports are in full swing, and several 
of our teams, such as baseball, women’s tennis, 
and women’s bowling are having excellent sea-
sons. Take some time this weekend to check 
out one of these accomplished teams in action.

Th eater performances are also continuing. Dramablog is in its sec-
ond week of performances, and it off ers audiences a completely diff er-
ent script for every show. 

Moreover, if musical performances are more your scene, many of 
our graduating seniors and other students are also holding end-of-the-
year recitals at Blair.

Earth Week is also quickly approaching, and you can help SPEAR 
help the earth in various ways. Th ey’ll be on the wall all week with 
stickers, mugs, and t-shirts. So slap on a sticker, recycle a can, and do 
something good for the world.

We also applaud those students who have volunteered to help our 
neighbors this weekend cleaning up damage from last week’s torna-
does in the Nashville suburbs.

Graduation is just around the corner, and the Class of 2006 is trying 
to enjoy their last few weeks in “the bubble” in any way they can.

So while academics are important, don’t forget to enjoy these last 
few weeks here at Vanderbilt, whether this is your fi rst year or your 
fourth. 

End of semester provides several ways to de-stress
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In light of recent fi nancial scandals such 

as Enron, WorldCom and Tyco, humanitarian 
exploitation in the Nike corporation, and envi-
ronmental abuse caused by Shell Oil in Nige-

ria, many socially-minded college students are 
steering clear of pursuing a career in Corporate 
America.  If this sounds familiar, trust us, you’re 
not alone.  Many other American students share 
concern about the moral fabric of our society’s 
business practices. 

Th rough our enrollment in a class about Cor-
porate Social Responsibility, we have learned 
about the diff erent roles that socially minded in-
dividuals can play in our society.  If you are unfa-
miliar with the term, CSR is defi ned by pioneers 
of the movement as “an ongoing commitment 
by business to behave ethically and to contribute 
to economic development when demonstrating 
respect for people, communities, society at large 
and the environment. CSR marries the concepts 
of global citizenship with environmental stew-
ardship and sustainable development.”  So what 
does this mean for your future career?  

Th e Graduation Pledge is an initiative that 
helps students maintain their concern for so-
cial responsibility while working in diff erent 
types of settings and venues.  Th e Graduation 
Pledge is a commitment to “explore and take 
into account the social and environmental con-
sequences of any job (you) consider” as well as 
a commitment to “try to improve the social and 

environmental aspects of any organizations for 
which (you) work.”  

Aft er leaving Vanderbilt, where the academic 
environment encourages one to think responsi-
bly, globally and ethically within the realm of 
academia, the transition to the real world can 
sometimes be a struggle. Aft er walking past 
the myriads of people handing out fl iers on the 
Wall about diff erent ways to serve your altruistic 
side, it is hard to believe that not everyone wants 
to save the world one fundraiser, one tutoring 
session and one recyclable product at a time. 
Searching for a job is a diffi  cult task, let alone 
searching for one that gives you greater mean-
ing, makes use of your talents and shares an 
alignment with both your personal and career 
goals. Th e Graduation Pledge is designed to help 
you in the process, to keep you focused on what 
you value most and what society needs most.

Of course, signing this pledge or making a 
personal commitment is not legally binding; 
however, it prevents young college graduates 
from absolving themselvs of responsibility by 
claiming ignorance.  

By signing this pledge, students are making 
a commitment to explore and research the eth-
ics and practices of any job opportunities they 
might be presented. 

Although it does not require you to work for 
a non-profi t or a company that has already man-
dated socially responsible practices, the pur-
pose of the pledge is to encourage you to help 
bring social change to your place of work. Th e 
fundamental basis of the Graduation Pledge is 
derived from the idea that corporations should 
be socially responsible. Other schools that cur-
rently employ this pledge include Harvard, Co-

lumbia, Duke, Princeton 
and over 90 other colleges 
across America. Our ulti-
mate goal is to implement 
this initiative here at 
Vanderbilt. While this will 
not happen over night, we 
hope to kindle the sup-
port of interested stu-
dents across campus and 
raise awareness for this 
cause, especially among 
graduating seniors. 

For more informa-
tion please visit http://
www.graduationpledge.
org, join the “Students 
for Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility,” group on 
facebook.com or contact 
us at: graduationpledge.
vu@gmail.com.

Woodrow Wilson once 
said, “You are not here 
merely to make a living.  
You are here to enrich 
the world — and you im-
poverish yourself if you 
forget the errand.”  Make 
sure that you use your 
Vanderbilt education to 
not only make a living, 
but to make a diff erence.

—Elizabeth Bennett 
and Britta Muller are sophomores in Peabody 
College.
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College students keep social responsibility an important 
part of their job search by signing Graduation Pledge

GUEST COLUMNISTS

ELIZABETH BENNETT
BRITTA MULLER

LOUIS COPPOLA — KRT

Isn’t spring at Vanderbilt just beautiful? Th e 
temperature warms up, the grass grows back, 
and fl owers and trees bloom. Yes, here in our 
wonderful arboretum, you can enjoy a wide va-

riety of greenery all across campus that you can’t 
fi nd anywhere else.

Th at beauty is precisely the source of my pain 
and distress. And not just for me—hundreds, 
maybe even thousands of students all across 
campus share my anguish throughout this last 
month and a half of the semester.

How could all this scenery cause so much 
agony? One word: allergies. Kids like myself, 
who suff er from unbearable allergies even aft er 
hundreds of dollars of medication, sniffl  e and 
sneeze their way around town worse in Nash-
ville than almost anywhere else.

Sadly, Vanderbilt students are doomed to 
an even worse allergy season than your typical 

Nashvillian, all because our campus is the per-
fect storm of allergies. For starters, Nashville, 
geologically, is a basin; for you rookies out there, 
that means that we essentially live a few hun-
dred feet below the area around us. Th at allows 
all kinds of fun stuff , like pollen, to collect and 
settle in the air we breathe.

Second, of course, is the precious arboretum. 
Everything on the planet blooms here, so if you 
have any allergies, you’ll feel it at Vanderbilt. If 
you have bad allergies, like I do, any time you 
walk by any rare tree that blooms somewhere on 
the planet—or, when you walk by all of them, 
like on the way to Stevenson—the snot will fl y.

Nashville consistently hits “Worst Allergy 
City” lists every spring, and sometimes even 
cracks the top ten, with other cities (and basins) 
like Los Angeles and Atlanta.

So, what can we defenseless, poor students 
do to fi ght back? First, be sure to stock up on 
your favorite antihistamine, like Claratin, and 
take it either every morning or every night. If 
you still wheeze and hack your way around 
campus, be sure to get a referral to Vanderbilt 

Asthma, Sinus, and Al-
lergy Program, located on 
West End.  Th ey’re a top-
notch allergy facility, and 
they can fi gure out exactly 
what you’re allergic to and 
help accordingly.

Rub your eyes no more, 
and spend nary a penny on 
tissues. You’re not defense-
less in your fi ght against 
allergies. Of course, you 
could just stay in the air 
conditioning all day, or 
wear a gas mask around 
campus. But then, you’d 
miss the scenery. 

—Andy Lutzky is a se-
nior in the College of Arts 
and Science. He is an As-
sistant Sports Editor for 
Th e Hustler.

COLUMN

THE DOREMAT

ANDY 
LUTZKY

Don’t let your allergies get you down this spring
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I hate that guy.  You know, the nerd who sits in the 
front of political science, crooning in self-absorbed elit-
ism about the many facets of the universe that only he 
understands.  Th e guy who has the gall to lecture a pro-

fessor, not on an opinion, but on a piece of trivia that 
could be revealed on a bubblegum wrapper.  Th e type 
of guy who abuses his fellow student by interrupting ev-
ery PowerPoint slide with the smug query of “So what?”  
I say to him:  Give us more substance, if not more syl-
lables.  Th is type of guy thinks that he is the smartest 
guy in the room, but doesn’t realize that social aptitude 
counts far more than grade point average in life.

You know the type:  the one who asks questions to 
hear his voice echo off  the blackboard in a vain attempt 
to impress his professor.  Th e loser who cannot get ahead 
by studying 18 hours per day and crosses the Brokeback 
line by shamelessly complimenting a professor on his 
sweater.  He unites a divided room by his sheer stupid-
ity and forces complete strangers to contemplate group 
shock therapy.  Indeed, when I pass classmates on cam-
pus, in a brief moment of eye contact, we laugh both at 
that nerd’s dismal life and in the understanding that we 
will never soil a class with brainless rhetoric.  

We normal classmates carry an odd relationship.  
We’ll probably never talk in a social situation, but af-
ter so many raised eyebrows and rolled eyes, I don’t 
think a conversation is necessary.  We chuckle because 
that moment of audacious vanity causes other nerds to 
high-fi ve and breathe a sigh of relief because another 

life form has snatched the bottom 
spot of the food chain.  I wonder 
what they do aft er class?  Do these 
proto-students actually have social 
lives?  How can they exist without 
an infrastructure of stadium seat-
ing and mandatory attendance?  
How can they survive a reality that 
doesn’t hold offi  ce hours?  

Darwin needs to speed up 
natural selection for an increasing 
amount of Vanderbilt students.  
When I walk across campus, too 
many girls have been tanning in 
the caverns of Stevenson and far 
too many dudes feel more com-
fortable picking up chicks at Pea-
body library than Sportsman’s on 
a Tuesday night.  Shorts-weather 
has arrived, and sometimes a cool-
er full of Coronas and limes serves 
more practical purposes than a notebook.  

When I look back on college, I won’t remember 
medical education reform of the early twentieth cen-
tury or various models for political science.  I’ll retain 
the sun-soaked theatrics of a random aft ernoon rather 
than mindless class discussions punctuated by arbitrary 
exams.  I’ll remember raising hell in Branscomb, chilling 
out on Peabody and all the other things that have lift ed 
college to my own personal utopia.  I’ll remember all the 
great things of the past three years, but unfortunately, I 
will always remember that socially inept guy who sits in 
the front of my class. 

 —David Ellison is a junior in the College of Arts 
and Science.        

Nerds are destroying the Vanderbilt experience

STRANGE BUT NOT A STRANGER

DAVID
ELLISON
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Vanderbilt students have an inferiority complex.  
I don’t know how many times in the last year I have 
heard, “Vanderbilt is the Harvard of the South,” 

“We are a top-20 university” and similar comments, 
but I thought these were simply demonstrations of 
pride in our revered position.  As the year wore on, 
it seemed like everybody had their own school to be 
bitter about: Yale, Stanford, Duke, you name it.  Was I 
just hanging around a bunch of elitist whiners? 

To gather knowledge about popular sentiments in 
the Vanderbilt community, I turned to the ubiquitous 
facebook.com groups as an indicator.  Not surpris-
ingly, behind the top four groups that consistently 
boast over 1,000 members (I Went to Public School, 
Th ose Who Love to Spoon, the Anti Popped Collar 
Club and of course the famous Oregon Trail group), 
came “Harvard is the Vanderbilt of the North, and 
You Know it!”

Obviously as the consistently ranked number one 
institution of higher learning in the country, Harvard 
receives its fair share of worship from people all over 
the world.   But I propose that Vanderbilt students 
are more likely to harbor negative feelings towards 
the highly ranked universities than other students 
nationwide.  

Why this animosity?  Vanderbilt students were 
used to being high achievers in their high schools.  
More importantly, most Vandy kids were the best at 
everything they did in their hometowns.  Celebrated 
in their churches, communities and schools, current 
Vanderbilt students were acclimated to hearing they 
were our generation’s leaders, the cream of the crop, 
and the absolute premium of college applicants.  One 
of the main reasons schools like Harvard and Princ-
eton can ride so high on their reputations is their ex-
clusivity, and herein lies the problem for Vanderbilt 

students.  
Vanderbilt has more kids 

who fi nd themselves angry with 
prestigious schools because 
they were rejected.  When stu-
dents were barred from places 
like Princeton, Columbia and 
Northwestern, they could not 
believe what had happened; they 
were forced to choose the next 
best alternative: Vanderbilt.   

Obviously, not everyone who 
attends Vanderbilt is a Duke re-
ject.  Students here hail from 
all over the country, and one-
third of each class is admitted 
through binding early decision 
applications.  Th e accepted pool 
of students this year was even 
more competitive; mid-range 
SAT scores ranged all the way 
up to 1510, meaning one-fourth 
of admitted students scored 
higher than that.  Clearly, being 
a student at Vanderbilt is still 
quite an achievement.

Moreover, Vanderbilt off ers scores of things that 
the Ivy Leagues cannot boast.  Regardless of our 
fl oundering football history, Vanderbilt remains the 
only private university in the Southeastern Confer-
ence, with a Division I football team that actually 
wins a few games.  While we sunbathe in March, stu-
dents at Harvard battle snow and ice to get to class.  
Maybe the Offi  ce of Undergraduate Admissions has 
indoctrinated me, but I still hold that it would be 
wiser to enjoy the fruits of Vanderbilt now instead 
of wasting four years of my life complaining about 
missing out on Yale.  

—Daniel Kasbohm is a freshman in the College 
of Arts and Science.

Vanderbilt students need to lose their 
inferiority complexes 

ONE SMALL VOICE

DANIEL
KASBOHM
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Freshman
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MATT SHAO
Freshman

SCOTT CUTRON
Senior

SHENG LIN 
Freshman

“The boys!  “ “I was recruited 
to play baseball 
for Vanderbilt. “

“The squirrels. “ “The girls... oh 
wait, I’m gay.”  

“The people- 
everyone here 
is really awe-
some.” 

What 
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you most to 
Vanderbilt as a 

prospective 
student?
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Fresh off  an impressive 15-1 victory at 
home against Western Kentucky, the Com-
modores took the hit parade across town to 
Lipscomb University, where a relentless bar-
rage of hits powered the Commodores past 
the Bisons, 16-3.

Freshman third baseman Pedro Alvarez 
continued his dominance at the plate, knock-
ing two home runs over the centerfi eld wall 
and picking up fi ve RBIs in the process. With 
two dingers on Wednesday, Alvarez has left  
the yard eight times in his last eight games, 
including four blasts in his last two.

“I’ve just been trying to keep my approach 
the same from game to game,” Alvarez said.  
“My goal is to wait for good pitches, swing at 
strikes, and always put the ball in play.”

Catcher Shea Robin and fi rst baseman 
Ryan Flaherty were also locked in at the plate. 
Robin fell just a home run shy of the cycle 
while Flaherty was perfect off ensively, going 
4-4 on the day.

With the score already 7-2 in the top of the 
sixth inning, Alvarez led off  the frame with a 
400 ft . home run to straightaway centerfi eld, 
sparking a nine run rally that would blow the 
game open for the Commodores.  Later in that 
same inning, Alvarez would put an exclama-
tion point on the off ensive onslaught with his 
second homerun of the day, tying an NCAA 
record for homeruns in a single inning.

“To be honest, I thought we came out 

a little bit fl at,” said Vanderbilt head coach 
Tim Corbin. “But, aft er the second inning I 
thought we hit well.  Several guys had big days 
at the plate and we did well in situational hit-
ting.  I told the team that we haven’t been able 
to put up runs like this in a game in my four 
years here and that is encouraging for a young 
team.”

Freshman starter Brett Jacobson battled 
through fi ve innings and improved his record 
to 2-0 on the season, allowing one earned run, 
striking out four batters and walking two.  
With the victory, the Commodores improved 
their record to 23-11 on the year, while Lip-
scomb falls to a disappointing 15-17 overall.

Just 24 hours earlier, the Commodores 
promptly disposed of the Hilltoppers from 
Western Kentucky in similar fashion.  Th e 
Commodores hammered 18 hits, including 

four home runs, en route to a 15-1 victory.
Alvarez led the off ensive attack, launching 

a spectacular solo home run over the batters’ 
eye in straightaway centerfi eld in the fi rst in-
ning to give the Commodores an early 1-0 
lead.  Following another towering blast in the 
second inning off  the bat of Shea Robin, Alva-
rez would again exit the ballpark in the fourth 
with a two-run homer to left -centerfi eld.  

Th e very next batter, shortstop Dominic de 
la Osa, followed suit, sending an inside fastball 

over the left fi eld fence to extend the Commo-
dore lead to 9-0.

Th is proved to be more than enough cush-
ion for Commodores hurler Tyler Rhoden, 
who, in his fi rst start of the season, would al-
low one unearned run on fi ve hits, fanning fi ve 
batters through six and two-thirds innings to 
earn the victory.

“I felt good out there,” said Rhoden.  “I just 
wanted to go out there and throw strikes and 
obviously we hit the ball well.  Our job as a 

pitching staff  is to go out there and get the job 
done and get back to the dugout as quickly as 
we can and that is what I tried to do.”

Corbin was pleased with Rhoden’s outing.
“It was a clean pitching performance with 

no walks,” said Corbin.  “I thought Tyler Rho-
den was pretty sharp and durable and it was 
good for him and his confi dence.”

Th e Commodores will return to Hawkins 
Field today, where they will resume SEC play 
and host Georgia in a three game set. ■

Bats lead way to consecutive wins

NEIL BRAKE /  VU Media Relations

Freshman Ryan Flaherty was 4-4 against Lipscomb and has been one of the team’s most consistent hitters throughout the season. The fi rst baseman leads the 
Commodores with a .366 batting average. The Commodores will host Georgia in a three game series beginning this evening. 

BY PETER MADDEN
HUSTLER SPORTS REPORTER

Georgia  
at No. 18 Vanderbilt

Today, 6 p.m. Pitching matchups: 
David Price (5-2, 2.11 ERA), Brooks Brown 
(3-3, 3.83 ERA)

Tomorrow, 2 p.m. Pitching match-
ups: Cody Crowell (4-0, 2.03 ERA), Mickey 
Westphal (3-0, 4.28 ERA)

Sunday, 1 p.m. Pitching matchups: 
TBA, Trevor Holder (2-1, 5.10 ERA)

Young bowlers gear up for National Tournament
Most second-year programs have modest 

expectations, at best. Th e women’s bowling 
team just is not one of those programs.

In less than two years, the Commodores 
have already positioned themselves to com-
pete for the National Collegiate Women’s 
Bowling Championship, the equivalent of 
the NCAA Tournament.

“Th ey’ve accomplished much more than 
many people would have thought possible in 
just 18 months by working hard and sticking 
together,” said head coach John Williamson. 
“To have an opportunity to compete for the 
national championship this quickly in our 
existence is special.”

Th e team bowled yesterday to determine 
its seed in the eight-team, double elimina-

tion tournament that begins today and con-
cludes tomorrow at Emerald Lanes in Hous-
ton, Texas.

Williamson said he is not concerned with 
what seed his team receives as the Commo-
dores have already competed against every-
one in the fi eld and have a combined record 
of 17-20 against them. Th ey are 56-36 over-
all.

Vanderbilt has also beaten all seven op-
ponents at least once this season, including 
defending champion Nebraska, Central Mis-
souri State, Alabama A&M, Farleigh Dick-
inson, New Jersey City College, Maryland 
Eastern Shore and Bethune Cookman.

“It will come down to what team gets hot,” 
Williamson said. “All eight teams are there 
for a reason.”

Th e Commodores were not quite sure they 

would be included in the fi eld, since all teams 
were selected at-large by the NCAA Women’s 
Bowling Committee two weeks ago.

“It was a mix of excitement and relief,” 
Williamson said. “We expected to be in the 
fi eld, but we were on the bubble so when we 
got the call there was a lot of relief.”

By receiving that phone call, the Commo-
dores had achieved what they set out to do 
from the start of the season. Being a young 
team never stopped them from expecting the 
best.

“It’s been a goal from the beginning of 
the year,” Williamson said. “(Th e players) are 
goal-oriented like most Vanderbilt students 
and they worked hard to make sure that they 
achieved that goal.”

But did the team honestly believe that it 
would be one of the top eight in the coun-

try?
“It may have taken some people a little to 

realize that this is where we belong, that this 
is possible in our second year,” Williamson 
said. “But we fully expected to achieve our 
goal.”

It would be wrong to assume that the 
Commodores will be content with just being 
in Houston. Williamson said his team has ev-
ery intention of winning the championship.

In bowling, since there is no point in 
worrying about the opposition, expect the 
Vanderbilt bowlers to focus solely on their 
own performance.

“It will be very competitive and take a 
great eff ort,” Williamson said. “But if we play 
like we are capable of, we can advance pretty 
far.”

Th e team’s top fi ve bowlers are all new to 

the program this year. Freshman Michelle 
Peloquin leads the team with a 212 average 
and she is followed by freshmen Tara Kane, 
Kaitlin Reynolds and Karen Grygiel, who 
all average over 190. Sophomore transfer 
Mandy Keily has averaged 202 in 35 contests 
since gaining her eligibility.

“We’ve got a great group of kids,” William-
son said of his 11-person squad. “It’s a mix 
of freshmen and upperclassmen who have a 
common denominator of working hard.”

Th is year’s success has already paid divi-
dends as Williamson noted that notoriety 
and recruiting has been “going through the 
roof.”

“It’s a big deal for the kids, a big deal for 
the program and a big deal for the schools 
that are looking to add bowling as a sport,” 
Williamson said.  ■

BOWLING

BY JARRED AMATO
HUSTLER ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Commodores set to play host to SEC Championship
WOMEN’S GOLF

Th e women’s golf team will play host to 
the rest of the Southeastern Conference at 
the SEC Championship Tournament, to be 
played at the Vanderbilt Legends Club in 
Franklin, Tenn. 

Th e tournament will feature six of the top 
20  teams in the nation, along with ten of the 
thirty highest-ranked individual golfers. Th e 
tournament will take place on April 14-16, 
and will be played on the 6,217-yard, par 72 
Ironhorse Course.

“Th is course tends to reward a big driver, 
but we’ve played at courses like that before 
and the most accurate player, not necessarily 
the best driving one, is usually the winner,” 
said Vanderbilt head coach Martha Freitag. 
“We’ll need to drive well, certainly, but we’ll 
still have to get our irons going strong and 
hope to have the hot putter, too.”  

Th e Commodores enter the event ranked 
No. 15 in the nation and are led by freshman 
phenom Jacqui Concolino, ranked No. 14, 
and junior sensation Chris Brady, ranked 
No. 24. Concolino has compiled a 73.28 

stroke average, winning the Arizona Wildcat 
Invitational in February and the LSU/Cleve-
land Golf Classic in March. Brady has a 73.72 
stroke average and has placed in the top ten 
in four tournaments this year, including the 
last three in a row.

Th e entire team will need to be on their 
best game to have a shot at winning the tour-
nament. Th e University of Georgia enters the 
tournament as the hottest team in the coun-
try. Th e No. 4 Bulldogs captured the Bryan 
National Collegiate Tournament last week-
end, beating out No. 1 Duke, and Georgia 
freshman Taylor Leon was named the Golf-
week National Golfer of the Week aft er she 
took top medalist honors.

No. 5 Auburn also looks to contend for the 
tournament crown. Th e Tigers captured last 
season’s tournament following a three-hole 
playoff  with the Bulldogs. Th e Tigers are led 
by senior Maria Martinez, who is ranked No. 
4 in the nation, and carries a 71.75 stroke av-
erage into the tournament. Th e other ranked 
participating schools include No. 9 Arkansas, 
No. 11 Tennessee, and No. 16 Florida.

“Georgia and Auburn seem to be the ones 

to beat, but I know that we’re up to the chal-
lenge,” Freitag said. “As a team, we’re a little 
behind in our development than I’d like us 
to be, but that’s partly because we began the 
year so well.”  

Th e Commodores were ranked No. 10 
at the conclusion of the fall season, though 
Freitag does not believe the slight drop in the 
rankings is any cause for concern. “I do ex-
pect us to play very well this weekend,” she 
said.

Th e team hopes to repeat their perfor-
mance from the 2004 SEC Championship, 
held in Baton Rouge, La., which the Com-
modores won following a dramatic one-hole 
playoff . Th at victory was the fi rst confer-
ence title for the Commodores and featured 
inspiring performances from Brady and 
Kristen Svicarovich. Even though the com-
petition is stacked again this year, and the 
young squad has performed inconsistently 
throughout most of their tournaments, Fre-
itag remains very upbeat about their chances 
of doing very well at the tournament.

“You don’t want to have your team play 
their best golf in the middle of the season. 

You want them to start playing their best golf 
right now,” Freitag said. “We have yet to put 
a complete tournament together this year. 
We’ve played individual rounds well before, 

but we’re looking to put it all together this 
weekend. I expect us to start playing our best 
golf now, and if that happens, then we’re go-
ing to have a chance to win.”  ■

BY ALEKSEY DUBROVENSKY
HUSTLER SPORTS REPORTER

Offense tallies 31 runs 
in blowouts over WKU 
and Lipscomb.

NEIL BRAKE /  VU Media Relations

Sophomore Liebelei Lawrence and the rest of the golf team vie for an SEC Title this weekend. Six SEC teams, 
including the Commodores, enter the championship ranked in the top 20.
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Let’s just admit it. Th is year has been Let’s just admit it. Th is year has been 
disappointing for Commodores fans. disappointing for Commodores fans. 

Th ere were numerous football fol-Th ere were numerous football fol-
lies that saw a historic 4-0 start go awry lies that saw a historic 4-0 start go awry 
beginning with a shanked kick against beginning with a shanked kick against 
MTSU. Th ere were constant basketball MTSU. Th ere were constant basketball 
blunders that led an extremely talented blunders that led an extremely talented 
team to under-perform and squander team to under-perform and squander 
seemingly insurmountable lead and fre-seemingly insurmountable lead and fre-
quent controversies swirled in the wind quent controversies swirled in the wind 
around the McGuigin Sports Center. around the McGuigin Sports Center. 
Sadly, this has certainly not been a good Sadly, this has certainly not been a good 
year for the Commodores. year for the Commodores. 

However, nearly a month aft er the However, nearly a month aft er the 
last basketball was shot in the 2006 last basketball was shot in the 2006 
basketball season, the sports gods once basketball season, the sports gods once 
again are looking favorably on the again are looking favorably on the 
Vanderbilt Commodores. Vanderbilt Commodores. 

Maybe you have not noticed, but the Maybe you have not noticed, but the 
women’s tennis team and the baseball women’s tennis team and the baseball 
squad are heating up just as the weather squad are heating up just as the weather 
continues to in the Music City. While continues to in the Music City. While 
many Commodores fans thought the many Commodores fans thought the 
sports season was over in March with sports season was over in March with 
the men’s basketball team’s early exit in the men’s basketball team’s early exit in 
the SEC tournament, David Price and the SEC tournament, David Price and 
company have refused to let Commo-company have refused to let Commo-
dores fans struggle through another dis-dores fans struggle through another dis-
appointing season of ‘what ifs.’appointing season of ‘what ifs.’

Th e home-grown pitching ace has Th e home-grown pitching ace has 
posted an amazing 1.81 ERA and has posted an amazing 1.81 ERA and has 
been named National Pitcher of the been named National Pitcher of the 
Week three times so far this season. Week three times so far this season. 
Stingy pitching along with timely of-Stingy pitching along with timely of-
fense has proven to be a formula for fense has proven to be a formula for 
success for the Commodores, as they success for the Commodores, as they 
are 22-11 overall and 8-4 in one of the are 22-11 overall and 8-4 in one of the 
toughest conferences in baseball. With toughest conferences in baseball. With 
this deadly combination of off ense and this deadly combination of off ense and 
defense, there is no reason to doubt the defense, there is no reason to doubt the 
baseball team in the post-season. baseball team in the post-season. 

While our Hawkins Heroes have lived While our Hawkins Heroes have lived 
up the hype this year, just next door to the up the hype this year, just next door to the 
baseball complex is a precocious women’s baseball complex is a precocious women’s 
tennis team that has continued its suc-tennis team that has continued its suc-
cess as an SEC powerhouse. Despite cess as an SEC powerhouse. Despite 
their youth, the No. 7 Commodores are their youth, the No. 7 Commodores are 
9-1 in one of the most competitive tennis 9-1 in one of the most competitive tennis 
conferences in the country and seemed conferences in the country and seemed 
primed for another SEC and NCAA tour-primed for another SEC and NCAA tour-
nament run. Th e Commodores have aced nament run. Th e Commodores have aced 

the competition this season and most the competition this season and most 
recently pummeled a tough South Caro-recently pummeled a tough South Caro-
lina team in a dominant road victory. Th e lina team in a dominant road victory. Th e 
squads’ youthful zeal has served them squads’ youthful zeal has served them 
well and there are no signs that they will well and there are no signs that they will 
let up in the post-season. let up in the post-season. 

What is the diff erence between these What is the diff erence between these 
winning teams and our disappointing winning teams and our disappointing 
football and basketball squads? football and basketball squads? 

Certainly, a lot of the baseball and Certainly, a lot of the baseball and 
tennis team’s success has to do with re-tennis team’s success has to do with re-
cruiting. Both squads annually bring in cruiting. Both squads annually bring in 
exceptional recruits that immediately exceptional recruits that immediately 
make an impact. make an impact. 

However, in addition to the recruit-However, in addition to the recruit-
ing factor, the teams may have Vander-ing factor, the teams may have Vander-
bilt’s two most dedicated and beloved bilt’s two most dedicated and beloved 
coaches. coaches. 

In any baseball practice, it is hard to In any baseball practice, it is hard to 
miss the presence of Tim Corbin. You miss the presence of Tim Corbin. You 
can fi nd the coach continually instruct-can fi nd the coach continually instruct-
ing his players and working with them to ing his players and working with them to 
improve. Indeed, Corbin, along with his improve. Indeed, Corbin, along with his 
pitching coaches, have developed some pitching coaches, have developed some 
of the best pitchers in the SEC during of the best pitchers in the SEC during 
recent years. Th e third-year coach treats recent years. Th e third-year coach treats 
his players with the kind of respect that his players with the kind of respect that 
fosters a healthy coach/player relation-fosters a healthy coach/player relation-
ship. Perhaps this is the reason why the ship. Perhaps this is the reason why the 
Commodores had the No. 1 recruiting Commodores had the No. 1 recruiting 
class in the country last season. class in the country last season. 

Th ings have been no diff erent for Th ings have been no diff erent for 
women’s tennis coach, Geoff  Macdon-women’s tennis coach, Geoff  Macdon-
ald. Over the past nine tennis seasons, ald. Over the past nine tennis seasons, 
the coach hailing from Charlotesville, the coach hailing from Charlotesville, 
Va. has transformed the tennis program Va. has transformed the tennis program 
into one of the most dominant teams into one of the most dominant teams 
in the country. Players like Audra Falk, in the country. Players like Audra Falk, 
Aleke Tsoubanos and Kelly Schmidt may Aleke Tsoubanos and Kelly Schmidt may 
come and go, the results stay the same. come and go, the results stay the same. 
Th e Commodores are nearly always one Th e Commodores are nearly always one 
of the top ten teams in the country. Th is of the top ten teams in the country. Th is 
is a tremendous feat. is a tremendous feat. 

While we all have been disappointed While we all have been disappointed 
by the missed kicks, the letdowns and by the missed kicks, the letdowns and 
the controversies this year in Vandy-the controversies this year in Vandy-
land, it is not over yet. land, it is not over yet. 

As the baseball and tennis teams As the baseball and tennis teams 
march towards post-season competi-march towards post-season competi-
tion, it’s time to show them the kind of tion, it’s time to show them the kind of 
support they deserve. support they deserve. ■

MEMO FROM MAMO

JORDAN
MAMORSKY

Spring sports give 
Commodore fans 
reason to believe

COLUMN

Ask anyone on campus about the Com-
modores baseball team and more than likely 
you will hear one name pop up time and time 
again: David Price. 

While this hurler has gained tremen-
dous attention from the league and national 
media, he has been forced to make room in 
the limelight for an off ensive standout. Th ird 
baseman Pedro Alvarez has been turning 
heads with his powerful swing and has been 
gaining notice from fans and foes alike.

Th e New York City native has been crush-
ing balls of late. Alvarez has hit eight round 
trippers in as many games, including a game-
winning grand slam in the 14th inning against 
Austin Peay. As awesome as that was, Alvarez 
has only gotten better throughout the year. 

Alvarez had back-to-back two home run 
games this week against cross-town foe Da-
vid Lipscomb and Western Kentucky. Th e 
Lipscomb game in particular was momen-
tous as Alvarez tied the NCAA record for hit-
ting two home runs in one inning, a rare feat 
for anyone.

Alvarez’s hitting ability has been well-
known for years. Before coming to Vanderbilt, 
Alvarez was a three-year captain and started 
all four years for Horace Mann School in 
Riverdale, N.Y., where he led them to an end-
of-season ranking of second in the nation his 
junior year. His senior year ended with nu-
merous accolades, as Alvarez was selected by 
both Gatorade and Louisville Slugger as the 
top prep player in the state.

Aft er high school, Alvarez had a tough 
decision to make. He had the choice to either 
come down and play for head coach Tim 
Corbin at Vanderbilt, or go play minor league 
ball with the Boston Red Sox. Despite the al-
lure of playing professional baseball so early, 
Alvarez chose instead to play in college, a de-
cision made with the help of his family.

“Education was really important to us,” 
Alvarez said. “I knew that by going to college 
I was going to improve on the fi eld and in my 
education.”

Coming into his fi rst year at Vanderbilt, 
Alvarez adapted easily to the school. Th e 

third baseman had played at Hawkins Field 
on campus two summers prior, and Corbin 
was a good friend of his high school coach.

Before the beginning of the season, Corbin 
noted that Alvarez would have “a chance to 
play for us at third, and possibly some at fi rst.” 
Citing the freshman’s strong and powerful bat, 
Corbin believed that Alvarez would have a 
“bright future here (at Vanderbilt).”

Well, that bright future has already come. 
Alvarez has catapulted himself to the top of 
the Commodores’ off ense. He fi nds himself 
best on the team in many statistical cat-
egories. His batting average is .351 through 
114 at bats, second only to fellow freshman 
Ryan Flaherty. Alvarez leads the team easily 
in runs (38), RBIs (32), and home runs (11). 
His whopping 82 total bases substantially 
leads the team and has helped him amass a 
slugging percentage (total bases divided by at 
bats) of over .700, the highest on the team by 
more than .200.

As amazing as those stats might be, Al-
varez seems to excel when battling against 

conference foes. With the SEC regarded as 
the best collegiate baseball conference in the 
nation, Alvarez’s ability to actually improve 
his numbers against the more diffi  cult op-
position is uncanny. In the 12 conference 
games played so far by Vanderbilt, Alvarez is 
batting .449 and slugging a tremendous .776. 
His name appears numerous times in the 
SEC top-ten statistics lists, including slugging 
percentage, on base percentage, runs scored, 
RBIs, total bases, and home runs. He leads 
the conference with 33 walks drawn.

When Alvarez turned down the Red Sox 
off er, he gave Vanderbilt fans more to cheer 
about than this one season. Because of MLB 
draft  rules, unless Alvarez opts to rejoin Bos-
ton at the end of this year, he will be required 
to play his sophomore season before he’s eli-
gible for draft ing by a diff erent team.

“Everyone knows about Pedro’s bat, of 
course,” Corbin said. “But he’s still a work in 
progress. Th e good thing is he just keeps get-
ting better.”  ■

College ball a good experience 
for budding star Alvarez

BY FRANKLIN PETR
HUSTLER SPORTS REPORTER

NEIL BRAKE /  VU Media Relations

Freshman third baseman Pedro Alvarez has provided power for the Commodores. Alvarez has eight home 
runs in the last eight games and leads the team with 11 dingers on the season.
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04-12 Solutions
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SUDOKU 04-12 Solutions

FUN & GAMESFUN & GAMESFUN & GAMES

TO SOLVE: FILL IN THE BLANKS SO THE NUMBERS 1-9 APPEAR JUST 
ONCE IN EACH HORIZONTAL ROW, VERTICAL COLUMN AND 3X3 BOX.

 STONE FARM  BY ARTHUR HANCOCK

 OLD FORT BAY  BY MATT MCGRATH

 GRANT PARK MIRROR  BY NEIL JAMERSON

BAHAMAS

KENTUCKY

V to

Hthe

HUSTLER PHOTO CONTEST CONTINUES!
STOP BY SARRATT 130 OR EMAIL

PHOTO@VANDERBILT HUSTLER.COM.


